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SIR, 


Far following Sheets contain the Minutes of the 
Proceedings at the Court Martial aſſembled and held for the Trial 
of the Honble. Vice Admiral CorNwALLIs, on the 7th and 8th 
of this Month; which you will pleaſe to lay before the Lords 


Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, from, 


56 A 
Your moſt obedient 


humble Servant, 


. GEO. JACKSON, 
Judge Advo? 


Upper Groſvenor-Street, 
11 April 1796. 


Evan Mepean, Eſq; Secretary of the Admiralty. 


. 
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OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS at a Court Martial, aſſembled on board 

His Majeſty's Ship Orion, in Portſmouth Harbour, the 7th of 

April 1796, for inquiring into the Conduct of the Honourable 
William Cornwallis, Vice Admiral of the Red. 


F 
The Earl HOWE, Admiral of the Fleet, PRESIDENT, 


Sir PeTex PARKER, Bart. 
R. Hble ALzx*® Lord BRI DORT, K. B. 


GzroRGE VANnDEPuT, Elq; — ah 


Admirals of the White. 


Fic Admirals of the White. 


Sir ALAN GARDNER, Bart. — 

Joann CorLeors, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Blue. 
Sir RookR CurTis, Bart. — 

HNRY Harvey, Eſq; - — — Rear Admirals of the Red. 
Ricn® Ropney Bion, Eſgz —- = | 

CHARLES Mokick PoE, Eſq; | Rear Admiral of the Blue, 


Captain CHARLES FDmunD NUGENT. 
- » ö CHARLES POwWELL HAMILTON, 


... Epmunpd Dop. 


FICE ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS was brought in by the Marſhal of the 
'Y Admiralty, and Audience admitted. 


The Court and Judge Advocate were ſworn in, agreeable to Act of Parliament, 


Then the Order for Trial was read, as follows: 


By the COMMISSIONERS for executing the Office of Lord 
High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 


WHEREAS, by a Commiſſion bearing Date the 1oth February laſt, we ap- 
inted the Honble. William Cornwallis, Vice Admiral of the Red, to be Commander 
in Chief of His Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels employed and to be employed at Barbadoes and 
the Leeward Iſlands, and in the Seas adjacent; and by our Order, dated the 25th of the 


ſame Month, directed the faid Vice Admiral to put to Sea the firſt Opportunity of Wind 
B and 
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| Royal Sovereign. and Weather with His Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels named in the Margin, taking undef his 
Alfred. a Convoy ſuch Tranſports, Storeſhips, Victuallers, and Trade, as might be at Spithead 


| Urdaunted. bound to the Weſt Indies, and proceed with them as expeditiouſly as poſſible, conſiſtent 
5 Prompte. with the Security of the ſaid Tranſports, Storeſhips, Victuallers, and Trade, to Barbadoes, 
Beaver, Slo. and on his Arrival at that Iſland take under his Command ſuch of His Majeſty's Ships and 
Terror, Bomb. Veſſels as he might find on that Station, and carry into Execution the Inflructions which 


accompanied our ſaid Order, as well as ſuch ſtanding or unexecuted Orders as might be 
delivered to him by Admiral Sir John Laforey, and alſo ſuch Directions as he might from 
Time to Time receive from us for his further Proceedings: And whereas the ſaid Vice 
Admiral, after putting to Sea in purſuance of our ſaid Orders, and proceeding to the 
Diſtance hereinafter mentioned, acquainted us, by his Letter to our Secretary, dated on 
board the Royal Sovereign the 14th of this Month, with his Return to Spithead, having 
| | thought that the viſible Damage which the Ship (meaning the Royal Sovereign)' had 
ſuſtained by the Bclliſarivs Tranſport having run athwart her Hawſe, particularly the 
Copper being ſtripped' off, and the Stem laid bare Eight or Nine Feet under Water, ren- 
dered the Ship unfit to proceed to the Weſt Indies until it was repaired ; That he had 
therefore, as ſoon as he had ſeen ſuch Part of the Convoy as remained with him after the 
Accident well to the Southward and Weſtward of Cape Finiſterre, and the Weather had 
moderated ſo as to enable-him to have a Communication with the Ships, directed Captain 
Lovis of the Minotaur (which Ship, together with the Mars and Quebec, it appears by 
| his Journal he had taken under his Command) to take Charge of them as far as Bar- 
badoes: And whereas, upon receiving the above-mentioned Letter, we judged it expe- 
dient that the ſaid Vice Admiral would proceed to his Station with as little Delay as poſlible, 
and therefore directed him, by our Order of the 15th Inſtant, to take His Majeſty's Ship Aſ- 
træa under his Command, to hoiſt his Flag on board her, and, putting to Sea without a Mo- 
ment's Loſs of Time, proceed in her,with all poſſible Diſpatch to Barbadoes, carrying into * 
Execution the Inſtructions he had already received from us as Commander in Chief of His 
Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels at that and the Leeward Iſlands: And whereas the ſaid Vice Ad- 
miral, in conſequence of our laſt- mentioned Order, acquainted us, by his Letter to our Secre- 
. tary, dated the Day following, with his Readineſs to proceed in the Royal Sovereign the Mo- 
ment her Defects ſhould be made good, if that would meet with our Approbation, but that 
the very precarious State of his Health obliged him to decline going out in a ſmall Frigate, 
f a Stranger to every Perſon on board, without Accommodation, or any Comfort whatever : 
; And whereas we think fit that a Court Martial ſhall be aſſembled for the Purpoſe of inquiring 
8 into the Conduct of the ſaid Vice Admiral in not proceeding to Barbadoes purſuant to our 
Orders to him above mentioned, either in the Royal Sovereign, or ſome other Ship of War 
in Company with him, and under his Command; in returning to Spithead, and after his Re- 
turn to that Anchorage, in declining to proceed to the above-mentioned. Iſland in the Aſ- 
træa, according to the Order given to him by us for that Purpoſe; we ſend your Lordſhip 
herewith the Vice Admiral's above-mentioned Letters of the 14th and 16th Inſtant, and alſo 
the Journal referred to in One of them, together with atteſted Copies of our. Orders to him, 
dated the 25th of February and 15th Inſtant; a Copy of a Letter from our Secretary to the 
ſaid Vice Admiral, of the laſt-mentioned Date; and a Report which has been made to us 
of the State of the Defects of the Royal Sovereign - and we do hereby require and direct you 
[1 to aſſemble a Court Martial accordingly as ſoon as conveniently may be, which Court (your 
|þ Lordſhip being Preſident) is hereby required and directed to inquire into the Conduct of 
| the ſaid Vice Admiral the Honourable William Cornwallis, in returning to Spithead, as 
_ | above ſet forth, and to try him for the ſame; to try him for Diſobedience of our Order of 
7 the 25th of February laſt, in not proceeding to Barbadoes as expeditiouſly as poſſible, con- 
ſiſtent with the Security of the Tranſports, Storeſhips, Victuallers, and Trade under his Con- 
voy 3 and alſo to try him for Diſobedience of our Order to him of the 15th Inſtant, by de- 
f elining to proceed to Barbadoes in the Aſttæa, as therein directed. 
Given under our Hands the 31ſt March 1796. 
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To 7 Signed, C. S. PY BUS. 
it. The Earl Howe, H. SEYMOUR. 
Admiral and Commander | PH, STEPHENS. 
| | in Chief of His Majeſty's Fleet. | | J. GAMBIER. INE 
| | W. YOUNG. 
| By Command of their Lordſhips, 9 Fr 
| Evan Nepean. ne 
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The Judge Advocate then read to the Court, the Lift which had been delivered to him of 
ames of Perſons, whom the Priſoner had deſired ſhould be called upon to give Evidence. 
He afterwards gave Notice, that no Perſon intended to be examined ſhould remain in 

Court while another Witneſs was under Examination. „ | 
The Inſtructions from the Lords of the Vice Admiralty to the Admiral, dated 25th of 

February (the Receipt of which he admits) direQing him to proceed to Barbadoes, were 

next read, as follows : 4 


By the COMMISSIONERS for executing the Office of Lord High Ad- 
miral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 


| WHEREAS, by our Commiſſion bearing date the roth of this Month, we have 
appointed you Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels employed and to be 
employed at Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands, and in the Seas adjacent, and have in 
conſequence put his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels named in the incloſed Liſt under your 
Command ; and whereas we intend that you ſhall proceed forthwith to the above-men- 
tioned Station with the ſaid Ships and Veſſels, and with ſuch Tranſports, Storeſhips, Vic- 
tuallers, and Trade as may be at Spithead bound to the Weſt Indies; you are hereby re- 
quired and directed to make Enquiry for; and take under your Convoy ſuch Ships and Veſ- 
ſels of that Deſcription as may be bound as above mentioned, and ready to accompany you, 
accordingly, and putting to Sea the firſt Opportunity of -Wind and Weather, proceed as 
expeditiouſly as poſſible, conſiſtent with the Security of the ſaid Tranſports, Store Ships, 
Victuallers, and Trade, to Barbadoes; where you are to take under your Command ſuch of 
His Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels as you may find on that Station, and carry into Execu- 
tion the Inſtructions which you will receive herewith, as well as ſuch ſtanding or unex- 
ecuted Orders as may be delivered to you by Admiral Sir John Laforey, and alſo ſuch Di- 
rections as you may from Time to Time receive from us, for your further Proceedings. 
Given under our Hands, the 25th February 1796 ; 


SPENCER. 
ARDEN. 


— PHe STEVENS. 
The Hon! William Cornwallis, 
Vice Admiral of the Red, &c. &c, &c. 
at Spithead. 


By Command of their Lordſhips, 
| Evan Nepean. . 


Liſt of His Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels referred to in the Order to the 
Honbie Vice Admiral Cornwallis, dated the 25th Feb” 1796. 


ROYAL SOVEREIGN, 
ALFRED, 
UNDAUNTED, 
PROMPTE, 

BEAVER Sloop, 
TERROR Bomb. 


— .. —— 


The Vice Admiral having admitted his Signature to a Letter to Mr. Nepean, dated at 
Spithead the 14th of March, the ſame was read, as follows: 


Sir, | | | | 
I requeſt that you will be pleaſed to acquaint the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
that the Bellifarius Tranſport having run athwart Hawſe of the Royal Sovereign, as their 
Lordſhips will ſee by the Journal (which 1 have the Honour of ſending for their Inſpec- 


5 tion) 
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bo 
i 0 tion) I thought the viſible Damage which the Ship had ſuſtained, patient the copper 
| | having been ſtripped off, and the Stem laid bare Eight or Nine Feet under Water, rendered 
the Ship unfit to proceed to the Weſt Indies until it was repaired; as ſoon therefore az 
1 had ſeen that Part of the Convoy which remained with me after the Accident, well to the 
; Southward and Weſtward of Cape Finiſterre, and the Weather moderated to enable me 
1 | to have a Communication with the Ships, I directed Captain Louis of the Minotaur to 
| 4 take Charge of them «us far as Barbadoes, after which he was to return Home. Il ſhould not 
* have ſent that Ship (as ſhe was not fitted or intended by their Lordſhips for that Service) 
1 if the other Ships had been with me, but it will be ſeen by my Journal, that the 
bf Undaunted and Beaver Sloop parted from me the Night of the Accident, and the Alfred 
and Quebec the following Night, The Terror Bomb did not join me from Spithead, 
being detained, as I was told, to repair ſome Damage which ſhe had recieved by a- Ship 
getting on board of her, 

As no Intimation had reached me of their Lordſhip” s Intention that the Mars, Mino- 
taur, and Quebec, ſhould accompany me to a certain Diſtance, I feel myſelf the more 


54 obliged to Sir Charles Cotton and Captain Louis for having kept with me. The Mars 
. has returned with me, 


333 „„ * — at 


8 — 


I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your molt obedient 
4 5 humble Servant, 


| Royal Sovereign, : W. CORN WALLIS. 
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at Spithead, 
| 14th March 1796. 


The Vice Admiral's Journal of his Proceedings at Sea, from 28th February to 14th of 
March incluſive, was then read. 


„ JOURNAL of the Honourable WILLIAM CoRNWALLI1S, Vice Admiral of the Red, 


and Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels at the Leeward Iſlands, 
from the 28 February to the 14 March, 


— — 
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8 3 Dig | 
Month and | Day. Wind. Courſe, Diſt, Lat. in. ME in. * 2 — REMARKS. 


Year, 
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|, February | | Freſh Winds and cloudy. In the Morn- 
| | 1796. 28 Eaſt. Bembridge Point, ing I made the Signal to weigh, and 

# Sunday. 5 | 8.8. W. diſtant ſtood out. In paſſing St. Helens, Rear 
1 | | | 4 Miles, Admiral Harvey faluted me, which I 
1 . | 4 


| | *I returned, Several of the Ships which 
f | 2 had received Inſtructions got under 
| weigh, and came out, but ſome of the 
India Ships, and the Undaunted and 
"Terror Bomb, did not join me, and 
therefore I brought to for the Night. 
| | Captains Sir Charles Cotton and Tho- 
LY | mas Louis, of the Mars and Minotaur, 
having weighed from St. Helens, joined 
me, and came on board. In the Morn- 
| | ing J obſerved the Undaunted had join- 
4 . | ed me, with the es from St. He- 


7 e : Tis | lens. 


. — renee 
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| | | J . IJ. Bearings and Diſtance 7469! | x4 

Month ana 6. ind. Courſe. bia. Lat. le. Long, io. r ond Þ A* WS. | 

Year. AAP Bot | my guot, © | — + I ho er ane : —_— — — / — — | 

a 5 — — —— — — | | | 
| | Freſh Winds and clear. I gave the | | 
Feb? 1796. ; | X | Captains of the Mars, Minotaur, and 1. 
we 8 4g bþ | ö | | | ſelves un- 1 
8 N . Peverell Point Quebec, Orders to put themſelves un- | 
Monday ; uy 29 Eaſt. * a N. IW. Jiftant _ =” my Command, with the Order of 1 | | 
continued. | 8 f | 4 or 5 Leagues. - Sailing, and diſtinguiſhing Pendants. | | 
e 17 ab | # I gave ſealed Rendezvous to the Ships 4 

Lai $7 t- RT * | of War going with me, and Orders 
8 TE | 


| to the Captains of the Mars, Mino- 4 
| 1 5 | taur, and Quebec, to keep Company 
| 8 | with me until further Order, after 
1 | | - | which I bore up, the whole Number 

in Company amounting to Eighty- 
| | | eight Ships under Convoy. Captain , 
19 | | Warner, of the Beaver Sloop, inform- | 
266 | | ed me, that Lieutenant Edwin Charl- 
ton Harris, of that Sloop, had been 
1 | left behind, 


2 
— 


— m_ FY — 


1 —— 323 —ñ—ũ— — | — — ̃ g 8 
TT Tt SB 1 Ot Freſh Winds and cloudy. The Wind 
freſhening at Nine, the Maintopſail, 
which was the only Sail ſet, was 
n handed, as I conceived we went too 
| — 8 * | N. 4,02 W. N. ET N. ad = Ut faſt for the Merchant Ships. A little 
Tueſday I | N. E. S. 5e. W. 44+ [4945 eee before 10, 1 had ſent for Captain 
i | WET Whitby, and juſt as he had opened the 
Door to come down the Ladder, he 
1 | | heard the Lieutenant from Forward call 
| | | © hard a Starboard,” which he directed 
& A 5 to be done accordingly. It ſeems the 
| : Bellifarius Tranſport had run athwart 
| Hawſe, though there was a Light at # 
| | | the Bowſprit End, as well as the others (| 
on board the Royal Sovereign. The iN 
Bowſprit went between her Fore Maſt 
We | and Main Maſt, The Helm having 
| x | been put a Starboard, occaſioned the 
, | Ships ſtriking in a ſlanting Direction; 
2 | . | the Shock was not great, though we 
| were going about Six Knots. It was 
a conſiderable Time before we could 
q | get clear of her, which was done at laſt 
by backing, but not until ſhe had loſt 
all her Maſts, except the Fore Maſt 
and Bowſprit. As ſoon as: we were 
clear, I made the Signal to bring to. 
The Jib Boom and Spritſail Yard of 
__ | the Royal Sovereign were carried 
| away, With the Knee of the Head. 
The Starboard Cathead was damaged, 
as well as the beſt Bower Anchor 
hb | | | | Stock. It was too dark to ſee with 
ad | . | | any Certainty, during the Night, what 
4 | | | | Damage the Ship had ſuſtained. It 
| | | cameon to blow very hard before Morn- 
ing. The Ship did not appear to make 
| more Water than what might be ex- 
| | | | 5 | pected from the Gale; I therefore 
, | 5 | | 8 oe "| thought it moſt for the Service to bear 
1 | | 9 „„ | up, and contirue my Courſe to get the 
s | N | Convoy out of the Channel. It blew 
1 | | EY ſo hard, and there was ſo much Sea, 
| | | that I could not have Communication 
| | | | with any of the Ships. The Line of 
| Battle Ships and Quebec only were 
in Company. Whilſt the Ships were 
1 on board each other, One hundred 
| | | | and Four Foreign Troops, with Eight 
| 1 | 0 l | Officers, 
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Wedneſday. 


Thurſday. 
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E. N. E | 
2. N. E. 8. 1 W. 164. 
E. by N.“ 
, 
1 
N. by E. 1 
. NF. 8. 40 W. 172. 
N. E. | 
N. E. by E. 
N 
Nb k. 5.4 W. 126. 
N. E. by E. 


48,24. 


46,10. 


4034. 


| 9558. 


11,59 


7714. 


miſerably bruiſed ; One Man died. ſoon 


after he came on board. Mr. Barge, 


REMARKS. 


Offers the b 400 K ive Wo- 
men, in all One hundred and Eigh- 
teen, got on board; ſome af them 


the Maſter of the Ship, Two Mates, 
the Carpenter, and a few of his Men, 
alſo came on board. The Account 
the Maſter gives is, that he had left 
the Deck only a few Minutes, the 
Ship in a good Situation as he thought, 
but judging from the Alteration in the 
Motion of the Ship, that ſhe had not 
continued ſo, he ran upbn Deck, and 
found his Ship athwart Hawſe of the 
Royal Sovereign, The Mate, who 
was left upon Deck, ſays, he went for- 
ward to lower the Foretopſail, and 
told the Man at the 7 may wymny 2 
Foreigner, to port the Helm, inſtead 
of which he put it a Starboard. 


— —— —— 


Uſhant, 
N. 87 E. diſtant 
28 Leagues. 


— '* Tn mn a 


——_— 
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Thele _ wenty-four Hours * Gates 


and ſqually, with Sleet, and a heavy 
Sea, At Four I brought to for the 
Ships to come up, and before dark bore 


up again, with all Sails handed, Thirty- 


ſeven Sail in Company. In the Morn- 
ing I perceived the Alfred and Quebec 
had parted Company from me, but 
on what Account I cannot compre- 
hend. At Seven in the Morning I 
brought to for Three Hours, to give 
Time for any Ships to come up, which 
might be aſtern. The Weather was 
thick, with Squalls, blowing freſh, and 
a great Sea, The Mars, Minotaur, 
and Twenty-two Sail under Convoy, 
Four of them Eaft India Ships, 


Sr. 


Cape Finiſterre 
S. ꝙ E. diſtant 
67 Leagues. 


4 PER 1 


Strong Gales and Cloudy. I made Sig- 


nals to the Mars and Minotaur to 
carry Lights to prevent Separation. 
Upon examining, it did not appear 
that the Bowſprit was damaged; an- 
other Jib Boom and Spritſail Yard was 
got out. I made Signals to Ships of 
the Convoy going a-head to keep in 
my Wake:—and during the Night 
Muſkets were quay fired to ſtop 
them, 


* 


* 
th * 


Cape Finiſterre 
S. 40 E. diſtant 
32 Leagues. 


therefore J called her 


with Squalls, latter mote moderate. I 
made a Signal to the Mars to ſpeak a 
Sloop to the Northward, and a large 
Ship pearing to che 8. E. I made 
the "Mi notaur's Signal o reconnoitre, 
but ſhe was not able to get near enough, 
without a Riſk of ſeparating, and 
back. Another 


of thoſe poor Foreigners, who came 
on board from the Bellifarius very 
much bruiſed, died this Day. i 

„„ | Firſt 
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The former Part freſhWinds and Cloudy, 
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30. 


35. 


67. 


43519. 


43,21. 


13,48. 


14,11. 


235835. 


Bearings and Diſtance | | 


at Noon. 


7 . 


Madeira, 
S. 14 W. diſtant 
220 Leagues. 


33 


REMARKS. 


Firſt Part, freſh Winds; the latter Part, 


Noon, the Minotaur being got a con- 
ſiderable Diſtance off; I again called 
her in by Signal, leaſt ſhe ſhould part 
Company, having before made a Signal 
to the Mars to go between me and her 
to repeat Signals. I directed the Mars, 
by Signal, to take her Station in the 
Order of Sailing, The Minotaur 
made me a Signal for a Sail W. S. W. 
and the Mars one S. W. I made the 
Signal before Sunſet for each Ship to 
carry a Light to prevent Separation. 
The Weather being moderate in the 
Morning, I brought to, and in a Boat 
examined the Ship forward. She ap- 
vg to have received much more 
amage than Iſexpected. I ſent for the 
Carpenters of the Ships; and in the 
mean Time diſtributed the Foreign 
Soldiers (who had come on board from 
the Bellifarius) to the different Tranſ- 
ports in Company ; Major General 
Graham having given his Opinion that 
they ſhould proceed, which I had aſked 
in conſequence of an Application from 
the Commanding Officer of thoſe 
who came on board, for them to re- 
turn to England. 


* * * . s. + 


Cape Finiſterre, 
N. 88 W. diſtant 
64 Leagues. 


2 


Firſt Part, light Winds and clear; the 
latter Part calm. Several of the 
Convoy ſtretching a-head, and upon 
the Starboard Beam, I made the Sig- 
nal for them to keep in my Wake, 
and for thoſe aſtern to make more 
Sail, The Mars, Minotaur, and 
Twenty-two Sail of the Convoy in 
Company. 


Madeira, 
S. 13 W. diſtant 
199 Leagues. 


Firſt Part, light Airs and clear; then 
freſh Winds with Rain; latter Part, 
light Airs and cloudy. During the 
Night ſeveral Muſquets were fired, to 
keep the Convoy from going a-head. 
A Signal was made from the Mars, 
for ſeeing a Sail, W. by S.; I made 
a Signal to Sir Charles Cotton to re- 
connoitre, but as he had got ſome 
Diſtance, and it fell little Wind, I 
called him in. I made a Signal to the 
Minotaur to come within Hail. 


4 E 4 4 * —_——— 


— Gone oe Onneenoonne 


light Winds and clear; At Half paſt 


N. 49. E. 
Diftant 157 Leagues. 
" 


þ. "I "WW" — 


Firſt Part, light Airs and clear; the 
middle and latter Part, ſtrong Gales 
and eloudy. Being to the Southward 
of Cape Finiſterre, and, I imagine, 

retty well clear of any Ships of Force 
(if the Enemy ſhould have any at Sea) 
and the Royal Sovereign not appear- 
ing to me to be in a State to proceed 
to the Weſt Indies, (it was viſible m_ 
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| 1 | toagÞi 
the Stem was laid bare Eight or Nine 
Feet under Water) I thought as the 


moſt material Point (the getting the 


Convoy out in. the fair Way) was ac- 
compliſhed, that it was moſt adviſable 
for me to return with the Royal Sove- 
reign, to get the Damage ſhe had 
ſuſtained (by the Bellifarius running 
foul of her) repaired, before ſhe pro- 
ceeded, and therefore I took the Op- 
portunity of a Calm, to explain my 
Intention to the Maſters of all the 
Ships under Convoy; and making 2 
Signal to Captain Louis to come on 
board, I directed him, in the Mi- 
notaur, to take Charge of the Tranſ- 
8 Store Ships, Victuallers, and 
Trade, then in Company, and any he 
might fall in with during his Paſſage, 
and ſee them ſafe to Barbadoes, after 
which he was to return to Spithead, 
the Minotaur not having been fitted 
for Foreign Service, and Captain 
Louis acquainted me, that ſhe had been 
on Shore ſeveral Times, and that he 
apprehended the falſe Keel, and Part 
of the Copper was off her Bottom. I 
ordered Captain Louis to receive the 
Landmen, who had been put on Board 
by Admiral Sir Peter Parker, from 
the Prince George, and I wrote to 
the Commanding Officer for the Time * 
being in the Weſt Indies, acquainting 
him for what Purpoſe they were ſent 
out. I alſo directed Captain Louis to 
receive and victual Captain Dobree 
of Woolwich, during his Paſſage to 
join his Ship: I gave Sir Charles Cot- 
ton, of the Mars, Directions to kecp 
Company with me, and a ſealed Ren- 
Gez vous, and juſt before dark parted 


from the Convoy. 


— 


— lk 


Uſhant, 
N. 55 E. diſtant 
133 Leagues. 


td 


Fir and Middle Parts, ſtrong Gales and 


ſqually, latter more moderate. The 
Mars having carried away her Main- 


topfail Yard, had got to Leeward, I 


bore up to join her, and afterwards, as 
it blew very hard with thick rainy 
Weather, I lay to with a doſe-reefed 
Maintopſail and Storm Stayſails ; be- 


fore Daylight the Wind came round 


to the South Weſt, and then I bore 


| away, with the Mars in Company. 


_— 


Uſhant, 
N. 56 E. diſtant 


90 Leagues. 


2» — 


— 


Firſt Part, freſh Winds and ſqually, with 


heavy Rain at Times.—The latter 


Part light Winds and hazy. Captain 


Whitby having repreſented to me, that 
the Royal Sovereign was inmuch Want 
of Junk, and that the beſt Bower Ca- 
ble was worn out and unhit for its pro- 
per Uſe, requeſting me that I would 
order a Survey on the ſame for that 

| Purpalc,, 
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Purpoſe, I directed it to be ſurveyed 
accordingly.— I made a Signal to the 
Mars before Dark, to keep near me, to 
prevent Separation during the Night. 


Uſhant, 
N, 63 E. diſtant 
. 51 Leagues, 
Scilly Lighthouſe, 
N. 24 E. diſtant 
57 Leagues, 


Scilly Lighthouſe, 
N. 18 E. diſtant 
10 Leagues. 


— 


Firſt Part, moderate Winds and clear, 


the middle and latter freſh Winds 
and cloudy, with Rain at Times.— 
The beſt Bower Anchor Stock had 
been broken to Pieces, when the 
Tranſport ran foul of the Ship, the 
Anchor was now got upon the Fore- 
caſtle, and new ſtocked. A Dogger 
paſſing the Starboard Bow, I made a 
Signal to Sir Charles Cotton to ex- 
amine her; he afterwards made the 


Signal, that it was a Friend, and hoiſt- 
ed Daniſh Colours, 


{Firſt Part moderate and cloudy, middle 


Part freſh Gales and ſqually, with Rain, 
latter Part a freſh Wind with very 
hazy Weather. The Mars having 
brought to, ſounded, and they made 
me a Signal, that they had not gained 
Ground, At Twelve o'Clock I 


brought to, and got Ninety Fathoms ; 


after which I made fail again, having 
firſt made the Signals to the Mars. 
At Eight o'Clock I made a Signal to 
the Mars to examine a ſtrange Sail, 
which was done, and Sir Charles Cot- 
ton made me the Signal of a Friend 
under Swediſh Colours;—at Noon a 
Sail was ſeen upon the Larboard 
Bow. | 


—_—— 


4313 


Start Point, 
N. 55 E. diſtant 
g Leagues, 


1 


[Firſt Part freſh Winds and hazy, middle 


and latter moderate and hazy. At Two 
I made a Signal for Sir Charles Cotton 
to look out E. N. E. The Weather 
being very hazy, I made a Signal to 
him to ſhorten Sail, and lay by until 
I came up with him, and afterwards to 
recal the Mars; a Signal was made on 
board that Ship, which was thought to 
be for ſeeing Land; in the Morning 
I aſked the Queſtion by Signal, the 
Anſwer was Scilly N. E. by E. but I 
apprehend it was not Land, as it ap- 
peared by the Sounding we were far- 
ther up Channel, 


1 


_ 


Moderate and hazy. Running in for 


Spithead. 
W. CORNWALLIS. 


Royal Sovereign, 
at Spithead, | 


14 of March 1796, 
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An atteſted Copy of Mr. Nepean's Anſwer to the Vice Admiral's aſore- mentioned Letter, 
dated the 15th of March, and of an Order of the ſame Date from the Lords of the Ad- 


miralty, directing him to proceed to Barbadoes in the Aſtræa, were then read; alſo the 
Letter of Reply from the Vice Admiral co Mr. Nepean, dated the 16th of March; as 
follows: . | 


Admiralty Office, 15th March 1796. 
Sir, | — a — | 


I received this Morning, by Expreſs, your Letter to me of Yeſterday's Date, acquaint- 
ing me, for the Information of my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, with your Ar- 
rival at Spithead in His Majeſty's Ship the Royal Sovereign, accompanied by the Mars, 


having found it neceſſary to return thither in conſequence of the Damage which the firſt- 


mentioned Ship had ſuſtained by the Belliſarivs Tranſport running on board her, having 


ſeen the Convoy which ſailed under your Protection well to the Southward and Weſtward 
of Cape Finiſterre, from whence it had proceeded to its Deſtination under the Eſcort of 
the Minotaur, the Captain of which Ship had been ordered by you, after ſeeing the 


Convoy in Safety as far as Barbadoes, to make the beſt of his Way back to England, 


the reſt of the Ships of War deſtined for the Weſt Indies having previouſly ſeparated from 
you; I loſt no Time in communicating to their Lordſbips your ſaid Letter, and I have 
it in Command from them to expreſs to you the great Regret they feel at your Return into 


Port, after getting ſo far to the Southward-as you mention; more efpecially as they are 


of Opinion, that after you had aſcertained the Condition of the Royal Sovereign, you 
might have ſhifted your Flag into one of the other Ships under your Orders, and pro- 


ceeded to the Station on which you have been appointed to command, and where your 


Preſence could not fail to be effentially neceſſary, 


Under the preſent Circumſtances, their Lordſhips judge it expedient that you ſhould 
forthwith hoiſt your Flag and proceed tu Barbadoes on board the Aſtræa, taking with you 


Your Secretary, and Flag Lieutgnant: and they have in conſequence inſtructed the Captain 
of that Ship to receive you on ® 


ard, and follow your Orders, 


With reſpect to the ſupernumerary Scamen and Marines now in the Royal Sovereign, 
their Lordſhips will give Directions for their being removed into the Skips about to ſail with 
Rear Admiral Chriſtian, to be afterwards diſpoſed of in the Weſt Indies as you may 


think proper. I am, &c. 


| EVAN NEPEAN. 
Honble. Vice Admiral Cornwallis, Spithead. | 


By the COMMISSIONERS for executing the Office of Lord High Ad- 


miral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c, 


. HAVING ordered the Captain of His Majeſty's Ship Aſtræa, now at Spithead, to 


receive you, your Secretary, Flag Lieutenant, and Servants on board, and putting himſelf un- 
der your Command, follow your Orders for his further Proceedings; you are hereby required 
and directed to take him and the ſaid Ship under your Command accordingly, and hoiſting 


your Flag on board her, put to Sea without a Moment's Loſs of Time, and proceeding in 
her with all poſſible. Diſpatch to Barbadoes, carry into Execution the Inſtructions you have 


already received or may receive from us, as Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's Ships 
and Veſſels at that and the Leeward Iſlands. 


Given under our Hands, the 15th March 1796; 


H. SEYMOUR, 
P. STEPHENS, 
| W. YOUNG. 

The Hon®'* William Corwallis, 2.45 
| Vice Admiral of the Red, 

Kc. &c. &c. 

FC}. at Spithead. 

By Command of their Lordſhips, 

SOL Evan Nepean. 


Sir, 


—— — 
— * _ — ——— H— —— — — 


* 


( 15 ) 


Ls 


Sir, | | 1 

I HAD the Honour of receiving your. Letter of Yeſterday s Date, 1 an 1 "EI | 9 

the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty for me to hoiſt my Flag on board the Aſtræa 1 
Frigate, and proceed without Loſs of Time to Barbadoes. 1 


I beg of you, Sir, to aſſure, their Lordſhips that I am extremely ſorry to find they do not 
approve of my returning into Port in the Royal Sovereign. I was not vain enough to | 
imagine my immediate Preſence in the Weſt Indies, was of ſo much Importance as their 

Lordſhips are pleaſed to do me the Honour to ſuppoſe, particularly as there is an Officer 
there of higher Rank than myſelf, who probably, or for any Thing I am acquainted with, | 
might have ſtaid ſome Time after my Arrival. I did not ſhift my Flag on board the Mars | 
or Minotaur, becauſe I was not willing to meddle more with thoſe Ships than was abſolutely 

neceſſary, conceiving it to be their Lordſhips Inclination, as they had not given me the 

ſmalleſt Intimation concerning them. 


I beg, Sir, that you will be pleaſed to ſtate to their Lordſhips my Readineſs to proceed in 
the Royal Sovereign the Moment her Defects are made good, if that ſhould meet their 'l 
Lordſhips Approbation ; but the very precarious State of my Health obliges me to decline " 
going out in a ſmall Frigate, a Stranger to every Perſon on board, without Accommodation, 1 
or any Comfort whatever. I have the Honour to be, * | 

Ir, it 
\ Your moſt obedient, . 
humble Servant, 
. Royal Sovereign, W. CORNWALLIS, 
Spithead, 16th March 1798. 


The Navy Board's Opinion on the Damages ſuſtained by the Royal Sovereign, and the 1 
Report of the Maſter Shipwright of Portſmouth Yard, and his 8 ABRgnts, thereon, were 
then read; and are as follows: 


IN Anſwer to your Letter of the 15th Inſtant, ſignifying to us the Directions of the 
Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to cauſe the Defects of His 
Majeſty's Ship Royal Sovereign, at Spithead, to be examined into, and report to you, whether 
they can be made good at that Anchorage, or whether ſhe muſt come into Harbour for 
that Purpoſe; we defire you will pleaſe to acquaint their Lordſhips, we directed the Of- 
ficers of Portſmouth Yard to ſurvey the Defects, herewith ſend you a Copy of their Re- 
port, and deſire you will pleaſe to lay the ſame before their Lordſhips; acquainting them, 
we are of Opinion ſhe ſhould be taken into a Dock as propoſed, as in the preſent State of 
the Knee of the Head, the Cables are endangered when at Anchor. And are, Sir, 

Your very humble Servants, 
| GEO. MARSH. 
A. S. HAMOND, J. HENSLOW, WM RULE, 
| To W. BELLINGHAM, 


Evan Nepean, Eſq. | a : 


Sir, | Navy Office, 17 March 1796. 
: 
| 


_ 


Copy of a Letter from the Officers of Portſmouth Yard to the N N Board, 


dated 16th March 17965 
Honble. Sirs, | pi 


5 IN Obedience to your Directions of the 1 5th Inſtant, we have examined into the De- 
fects of His Majeſty's Ship Royal Sovereign, and beg to acquaint you, that we find the Knee 
of the Head · gone quite from the under Side of the lower Cheek home to the Stem, as 8 
low down as we could ſee, and are of Opinion the Taid Damage extends as low as the up- 
per Part of the Scarph of the Gripe : She makes no Water, but we are of Opinion ſhe muſt 1 
be taken into a Dock to examine the Stem, unbolt and take down the Remainder of the 
Knee, replace it with new, and rebuild the Head; which being ſignified, we remain, 


Honble. Sirs, 
_ Your moſt obed* Servants, 


EDWARD TIPPET, ROBT INO NELSON, P. HELLYER. 


* 


Atteſted, 
Geo. Marſh. 


Sir 
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Minotaur, 


Quebec. 


24 


8 


Sir CHARLES COTTON, Baronet, Captain of the Mars, called in, and ſworn. 


Court. Have you heard the Charge + ets the Vice Admiral read ? 

I have, 

Did you join the Vice Admiral in the Mars o on the 28th February, without St, Helens? 
I did. 

What orders were you then under from the Board of Admiralty, or other . Au- 


thority ? 


I beg Leave to produce my Orders; viz. one ſigned by the Lords of the Admiralty ; the 
other by the n 3 both dated 29th F — 1796. 


The ſame were read, and are as follows: 


By the COMMISSIONERS for executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 


HAVING ordered the Captains of His Majeſty's Ships, named in the Margin, 
to put themſelves under your Command, and follow your Orders for their further Procced- 
ings, you are hereby required and directed to take them and the faid Ships under your 
Command accordingly ; and putting to Sea withour a Moment's Loſs of Time, proceed 
and cruize Twenty Leagues S. W. from Scilly, ſtretching in from thence to Uſhant, for 
the Protection of the Trade of His Majeſty's Subjects, and the Annoyance of the Enemy; 
looking out very diligently for any Ships of War the Enemy oF ſend out from Breſt, 
and uſing your beſt Endeavours to take or deſtroy them. 


You are to continue upon the above-mentioned Station for the Space of One Week from 
the Time you arrive within its Limits, and then return, with the Ships under your Com- 
mand, to Spithead for further Orders; rranſenirting to our Secret an Account of your 
Arrival and Proceedings. 


And whereas Captain Nicholls, of the Marlborough, is now cruizing on the faid Station, 
with that Ship and the Ships named in the Margin, you are, upon falling in with, to af- 
ford him any Aſſiſtance he may ſtand in Need of, Given under our Hands, as 27th Fe- 


bruary 1796, 
SPENCER, 
| H. SEYMOUR, 
To | J. GAMBIER. 
Sir Charles Cotton, Bart, 
Captain of His Majeſty's Ship 
Mars, | 
at Spithead. 


By Command of their Lordſhips, 


Evan Nepean. 


FR as Office, 27th February 1796. 
ir, 
IN caſe this Letter ſhould reach you before your leaving St. Helens, it 13 the Di- 
rection of- the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, that you do accompany the Honble. 
Vice Admiral Cornwallis, and the Convoy under his Protection, for their greater Security, | 
to the Diſtance of 50 Leagues from Scilly, before you proceed ro your Station pointed out 
in their Lordſhips Orders to you of this Day; acquainting the Vice Admiral with the 
Directions you have received on this Head. 
I am, Sir, 
Jour moſt humble Servant, 
Evan Nepean. 
Captain Sir Cha! Cotton, Bart. Mars, | 
Spithead. 


6 
court. Did you ſhew chole Gider to the Vice Admiral: 


I did : and he gave me Orders in Conſequence thereof j which I offer fot the Court's 
| Peruſal;—The Orders were read; and ate as follows : 


By the Hotible: WILLIAM "CORNWALLIS; vice Admiral of the 
Red, and Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels em- 
ployed and to be employed at — Leeward Iſlands, and the 
Seas 3 


You are hereby ta and directed to put yourſelf, in his Majeſty's Ship Mars; under 
my Command, keep Company with me, and obey my Signals, until further SER: 


Given under my Hand, on board the Royal Sovereign, at Sea; 
the 29th February, 1796, 


W. CORNWALLIS; 


To 

Sir Cha#; Cotton, Bari. 
Captain of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ship Mars. 


By command of the Vice 0 
V. Bennicte. 


— 


DW ARD TIPPET; Eſquire, Maſter Shipwright of Portſmouth Yard, called 
in, and ſwotn. 


court. Did you hear the Charge againſt the Vice Admiral thad, and were you pre- 
ſent when the ſeveral Papers were read ? | 
I was. 


Did you inſpect the Damages ſuſtained by the Royal Sovereign after her Return to Spit- 
head the 16th March ? 
I did. 


What were they? 
The Report made by himſelf and his Aſſiſtants to the Navy Board was read again. To 
which the Witneſs adds: It contains exactly the State in wkich we found the Ship. 


Did you think the Damages were ſuch as could be repaired in the Weſt Indies? 
I ſhould think not; becauſe I do not think there are Materials on board to repair * 
Ship, ſuch as main Piece of the Knee, and the Bolts for ſecuring it. 


Was the Ship in a State for Service at Sea in that Situation ? 
I think not. 


Could thoſe Damages be repaired wich heaving down the Ship ? 
No. | 


Do you conceive the Nature of the Damages to have Kenn fach, that even had 3 


been Materials on board for repairing them, it could have been done by heaving the Ship 
4K N or was it 1 neceſſary, to repair ſuch an Injury; the Ship muſt be taken into a 
C 
[ think it was impoſſible for its being done by heaving her down; ſhe muſt have been 
faken into a Dock, | 


The Evidence on the Part of the Proſecution was here cloſed. The Vice FT was 
then called upon for his Defence. He accordingly produced a ritten Defence, and de- 


fired Permiſſion of the Court for Mr, Erſkine to read it for him: Which was granted, cy. 


is as follows: . 
E | | My 


( 28 ) 
My Lords and Gentlemen of the Court, | 
I am brought before you after a long Courſe of uninterrupted Service; to anſwer Charges, 
which, if they be well founded, would at once deprive me of the Comfort I have enjoyed in 


the Reflection of having afſiduouſly and zealouſly, if nor ſucceſsfully, devoted my whole Life 
to che Duties of my Profeſſion, and the Service of my Country. 


I am accuſed (for I can put no other Interpretation upon the Charges) either with having 
betrayed an important Truſt, or having by my Miſconduct rendered it abortive, and with 
having unprofeſſionally denied my Service when it was called for by the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners af the Admiralty ; I cannot therefore but be deeply anxious to engage your Attention 
to my Defence, in which I will lay before you, without Reſerve or Management, all the 
Motives · of my Conduct, ſubmitting them with perfect Confidence to your impartial Deter- 
mination, My Anxiety, that the Defence which I have thus humbly to lay before you ſhould 
be very diſtinctiy underſtood, is greatly increaſed by the Regard I muſt feel for the Dignity 
and Independence of the Navy. 


If my Honour can be wounded by the Means which are employed to deſtroy it, the 
Honour of thoſe to whom I am addreſſing myſelf, whoſe Characters are the hi heſt Part of 
this Nation's Inheritance, and the beſt Security for her Glory, may, by the ſame Means, be alſo 
tarniſbed and deſtroyed. | 


On the 1oth of February I received the Commiſſion recited in the Warrant, under whoſe 
Authority the Court is aſſembled, 


At the Time when I accepted this Command my Health was fo impaired and broken, that 
had I felt a Diſpoſition (which I hope I have never manifeſted) to ſhriak from any Service, 
' however diſtant, inconvenient, or hazardous, I might have avoided it altogether, without 
departing from the Rules and Cuſtoms of the Service, and without any poſſible Hazard to my 
Reputation, ſince it has not been uſual to preſs upon Officers ſuperior Commands which are 
honourable and, profitable, and for which there are always many willing and deferving Compe- 
titors. The Station therefore was certainly not impoſed upon me by Authority, but volun- 
tarily aſſumed, from an earneſt Deſire to render any Service to the Public which I might be 
thought capable of performing. At this Time the Situation of the Weſt. Indies was 
undoubtedly highly critical; it had become fo from the almoſt unexampled Inclemency of 
the Autumn and Winter, which had for Months together diſappointed every Effort to tranſ- 
port a large Force acroſs the Atlantic for their Security, which rendered it the natural and 
obvious Object of Government to ſeize the firlt favourable Change in the Wind, then begin- 
ning to turn to the Raſtward, in order to difpatch, under a reſpectable Convoy, a large Body 
of Tranſports, which by various Accidents had been ſo long prevented from failing : This 1 
conſidered as the primary Object of the Service allotted to me, my perſonal Preſence in the Weſt 
Indies, farther than it was comprehended in the Performance of that immediate Service, 
appeared to me to be ſecondary ; the Urgency of it was not particularly pointed out in my 
Inſtructions, which were generat, and not accompanied with any Communication which led 
me to conſider that I was immediately to aſſume the chief Command in the Weft Indies, for 
the Purpoſe of undertaking any immediate Service in which a ſpecial Reliance was to be 
placed upon my humble Ability to ſerve: the Public ; under theſe Circumſtances, on the con- 
trary, in the different Communications which I had with the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, 
even after I had received my Commiſſion, I never diſtinctly collected that Sir John Laforey 
was to immediately deliver up the Command on my Arrival, and I carried with me no ſpecific 
Order to him on that Suhject, nor was a Syllable even ſaid to me, either upon the Nature of 
the Service expected from me in the Welt Indies, or the particular Urgency of my perſonal 
Preſence in thoſe Parts, till after my Return into Port; on the contrary, I had every Reaſon 
to imagine my failing at laſt was hurried for the precife Object of conducting that Part of the 
Convoy which the Vengeance had left behind ; and ſurely the putting the Convoy originally 
under the Charge of the Vengeance, leaving me behind at Spithead, did not at all manifeſt the 
Urgepcy. of my immediate Preſence in the Welt Indies, except the Purpoſe of the Convoy. 


Under: theſe Circumſtances, and in the Condition of the Weſt Indies, as it had long preſſed 
itſelf upon the Mind of every Man intereſted in the Property of Great Britain, it would have 
beep a preſumptuous Judgment in me, to have put upon a F ooting my perſonal Exertions 
in the Weſt Indies, wich the Arrival of that neceſſary Force which, in the firſt Inſtance, I was 
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to forward and protect. Strongly impreſſed with theſe Conſiderations, I kept the Diſpatch 
of the Convoy uppermoſt in my Mind, as the firſt Object to be attended to. 

I was the more confirmed in this Conception of my Duty, from a Letter which J received 
from the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, dated the 25th Inſtant of February, in which his Lord- 
ſhip ſtated, that as Captain Ruſſel, of the Vengeance, notwithſtanding the Order he had re- 
ceived, had proceeded to Sea without taking the Tranſports and Victuallers under his Con- 
voy, I was to give them Inſtructions to take them under my Protection, and his Lordſhip 
added a ſtrong Wiſh, that I ſhould ſeize the Opportunity of the Wind then favourable, and 
proceed to Sea with all poſſible Diſpatch. I received this Letter on the next Day (Friday) 
the 26th February.—At this Time I had Inſtructions to give to upwards of a Hundred Sail 
of Ships;— The Royal Sovereign was within a few Days of the Pay becoming due to the 
Ship's Company;—Captain Whitby had taken the Precaution to have the Books down, and I 
went immediately to the Commiſſioner to preſs the coming off that Day, if poſſible, to pay 
the Ship, which he agreed to db on my producing the Letter; though they were not regularly 
entitled to it; but the Books not being caſt, ir was too late that Day, but he came off the 
next Morning, at which Time the Ship had been unmoored to be ready to fail, if the Pay- 
ment could have been made the Day before. About Two hundred Landmen and Marines 
deftined for the Weſt Indies, were beſides received at the ſame Time to be diſtributed amongſt 
the Ships 1n that Station, | 


The Commiſſioner did not leave the Ship until between Four and Five in the Afternoon of 
Saturday, which was too late to move at that Seaſon of the Year, but I made the Signal to 


weigh early the next Morning, and actually failed accordingly, although the Ship was ſhort _ 


of Beer entirely, and of Water conſiderably, and | puſhed out, inconvenienced and hurried 
as I was, for the Purpoſe of getting out the Convoy, confident that the Ships under my Pro- 
tection would not get out but from my Example. I mention theſe Circumſtances, as they 
ſerve to ſhew that I was not very backward in obeying my Orders to repair to the Weſt Indies. 
As all this was done in conſequence of a Letter from the Firſt Lord; I did not receive my 
Sailing Orders till late on the Day before I ſailed. 


On Monday Night, about 11 o' Clock, the Convoy then being collected, the Belliſarius 
ran on board the Royal Sovereign, and continued entangled with her near an Hour ; at that 
Time it was too dark, and blew too hard to hold any Communication with the other Ships, 
and it was beſides impoſſiblè in the Inſtant to aſcertain the Extent, or the poſſible Conſe- 
quences of the Accident. The Undaunted and Beaver parted Company in the Courſe of 
that Night ; during the following Day it alſo blew too hard for Communication with the 
Squadron, or Inſpection of the Ship, and in the Night of that Day the Alfred and Quebec 
parted Company alſo, ; | 


During this Time, though I felt great Anxiety on the Subject of the Ship, and could have 
wiſhed to examine her Condition at Plymouth, before I left the Channel, yet as ſhe did not 
Teak, and as the Convoy was too much diſperſed to have received any Order, and muſt have 
become totally ſeparated, and at all Events greatly delayed by ſuch an Attempt, I thought ir 
moſt conſiſtent with my Duty, and with the Spirit of my Inſtructions, to purſue the Tract of 
the Voyage, ſo as to puſh forward the Convoy through the moſt dangerous Part of the Navi- 
gation, and to wait the firſt Opportunity of moderate Weather to inſpect the Condition of the 
Ship, and to act accordingly. On the 5th March, when the Weather was, for the firſt Time, 


ſufficiently moderate, I went into a Boat to examine the Conſequences of the Accident, when 


ic evidently appeared, that ſhe neither could lay with Security at her Anchors, nor keep the Sea 
with Safety : Would it therefore have been juſtifiable in me, for Motives of my own Ac- 
commodation, to have proceeded in that Ship to the Weſt Indies, knowing that when ſhe 
got there ſhe was unfic for immediate Service, and well aware of the Delay and Inconvenience 
which muſt have been incurred during the neceſſary Repairs of ſo ſerious an Accident? 


Had my own Convenience been my firſt Object, I certainly ſhould have attempted it; but 
on conſidering that on my Arrival in that Country, ſhould the Command devolve to me, there 
was no proper Ship for me to go into, and knowing the Royal IG to be unfit for preſent 
Service, and not repairable there at all, as appears by the Builder's Evidence, I ſhould have 
felt it criminal to have deprived the Country of the Services of a Ship, which, by the Repairs 
in England, might have been ſo ſoon rendered ſerviceable, and been diſpatched to the Weſt 
Indies long before ſhe could have been re- fitted in that Country, and probably in Time for 
any Operations which could have followed from the Arrival of the Convoy in the Welt 


ladies, | 
"Ov I therefore 
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] therefore examined the Charts with a View of recollecting ſome Harbour in the Courſe of 
the Voyage, where a Repair might be reaſonably attempted; but no ſufficient one preſenting 
icſelf, I judged it to be the moſt conſiſtent with my Duty, and with the Spirit of my Laſtruc. 


tions, to take the Advantage of the light Eaſterly Wind which then favoured us, ſtill to carry 
on the Convoy to the Southward and Weſtward, and then to return to England, 


On the 7th March, this Object being accompliſhed, I accordingly made the Signal for Cap- 
tain Louis, and delivered over the Convoy to his Charge, which I had juſt Time to do, when 


.. 


it came on to blow hard as before. 


It is imputed to me as Blame, that I did not ſhift my Flag into another Ship, but it muſt be 
remembered, in the firſt Place, that the Squadron under my own particular Command, and 
which were alone deſtined for the Weſt Indies, had parted Company long before it was poſſible 
to make that Arrangement. The Alfred, Undaunted, Prompte, and Beaver, were the only 

Ships put by the Admiralty under my Orders: For, although the Mars, Minotaur, and Que- 
bec, joined me as I paſſed St. Helens, yet they ſailed with ſeparate Orders from the Admiralty, 
which will be very material for the Conſideration of the. Court; and although as ſuperior Of. 
cer, I had undoubtedly a Power to aſſume the Command of any of them, yet under the parti- 
cular Circumſtances I did nat hold it neceſſary or diſcreet to do ſo. The Mars, Minotaur, 
and Quebec, had not only been placed under the ſeparate and independent Command of Sir 
Charles Cotton, but the Order to that Officer was accompanied with a Letter from the Admi- 
ral:y, directing him only to accompany me to the Diſtance of 50 Leagues from Scilly, and then 
to proceed to the Station pointed out in the Orders to which the Letter referred. And he was 
further expreſsly directed to convey this Information to me, which was the only Intelligence 
indeed I received upon the Subject; for ſo little did it appear to be the Intention of the Admi- 
ralty, that I ſhould conſider theſe Ships as Part of my Squadron, that ] had no official Com- 
munication from the Admiralty concerning them, nor even knew that they were to accompany 
me, till Sir Charles came on board the Royal Sovereign at St. Helens. ; 


Although I had the Power therefore ro ſhift my Flag into any of theſe Ships in caſe of an 
Emergency, ſufficient to juſtify my ſuperſeding the Admiralty Order to Sir Charles Cotton, 
yet it was ſo far from being of courſe, as if they had been Ships of my own Squadron, that I 
ſhould have been ſubje& to a Court Martial for ſuch a Proceeding, and could only have juſ- 
tified myſelf by the Neceſſity or the Expediency of the Occaſion. It ſeems therefore hard, 
that an Officer ſhould be ſubjected to a Court Martial for. not having exerciſed a Diſcretion, 
for the Exerciſe of which he muſt have been ſubject to a Court Martial alſo. Theſe Ships 
were beſides not fitted for Foreign Service, nor provided with Proviſions or Stores for ſuch a 
Voyage; and the Boatſwain and Carpenter, with a Lieutenant and a Nurnber of Men belong- 
ing to the Mars, had been left behind in England, having been diſpatched whilſt ſhe was at 
St. Helens, to bring off Stores neceſſary for that Ship even for Channel Service, which ren- 
dered her, under theſe Circumſtances, very unfit for the Reception of my Flag ; and with 
regard to the Minotaur, I had Twelve Months before, at the Deſire of Captain Louis, whilſt I 
was Senior Flag Officer of the Channel Fleet at this Port, officially ſtated to the Admiralty 
that ſhe had Defects in her Bottom, and that ſhe had been upon the Rocks near Plymouth, 
ſince which Time I had again learned from Captain Louis that ſhe had been Twice or Thrice 
on Shore in Quiberon Bay. | 


It was impoſſible therefore, under theſe Circumſtances, that I could have conſidered it to 
be my Duty to transfer my Flag to the Minotaur, becauſe | was ſo ſenſible of her being to- 
tally unfit for the Welt India Station, that I did not leave her to receive Orders then for her 
future Government, but directed her to return immediately to Spithead upon ſeeing the Con- 
voy in Safety to Barbadoes. | 


- 


If indeed I had been engaged in Adin, or had been purſuing an immediate and over-ruling 
Object of Service, paramount even to the Ken of ſo large and critical a Convoy, I hope 


to find Credit with the Court from my long Service and Experience, that I ſhould inſtantly 
have transferred my Flag and Perſon at all Hazards either of Health or Life ; but being in 

à Situation totally different, and being inveſted with that Diſcretion which muſt belong to 
every Officer inveſted with a ſuperior Command, I had a Right to judge what was beſt ; 
and I found and exerciſed a different Judgment. To have thrown myſelf precipitately into 
another Ship, without the Conveniencies which my State of Health has long rendered but too 
neceſſary, not for Comfort alone, for the Diſcharge of Duties, which from habitual Infirmiries 

1 have not always, without great Attention, been equal to, would have been to give up 2 
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teal Subſtadice of my Duty to à falſe Appearance of Zeal to perform it. To have ſhifted 
my Flag without taking with me my Officers, whoſe Fidelity I had long proved, and in whoſe 
Aſſiſtance in caſe of Emergencies I confided; would not only have been an unneceſſary Sacrifice, 
but would have been engaging. on a Service which I - ſhould. not originally have undertaken, 
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and which in Fact I never undertook... It ought ſurely to be à real and momentous Emer- 
'gency, which depriyes a Commander in Chief of the common Comforts and Aſſiſtance, 
which by the Cuſtoms of the Service apply to Officers of inferior Rank. On the other Hand, 
to have made the regular Exchange of the Eſtabliſhment of Two large Ships at Sea; would 
have been to have delayed the Convoy without an Obje& of correſponding Magnitude, and 
to have ſubjected it by that Delay to more probable Miſchances; which had before proved 
ſo fatal to the Weſt India Expeditions, and perhaps in the End to have been fruſtrated, 
which it would in Fact have been by a Change of Weather, before it was accompliſhed; 
The Court will alſo bear in Mind the Length of Time it muſt neceſſarily employ (to ſay nothing 
of the probable or other inevitable Interruption at Sea) in removing Stores; Ammunition; 
and Proviſion, with every Thing that would have been neceſſary to have carried into any 
Ship for active Service, more eſpecially into a Ship not originally equipped for it; recollecting 
alſo, that if in the Midſt of ſuch a Proceſs an Enemy had appeared in Force, it might have 

been fatal to the Convoy, and even to His Majeſty's Ships. a 1 


Theſe were my Reaſons for diſpatching the Minotaur with the Convoy, and for returning 
with the Royal Sovereign to England, as by this Cauſe I forwarded the quick Paſſage of 
the Fleet, which I conſidered to be the primary Object; at the ſame Time that my own per- 
ſonal Preſence in the Weſt Indies could be alſo ſecured, by that inſtant Repair or Change of 
Ship in Port, the firſt of which was impracticable at Sea, and the other, for the Reaſons I 
have ſubmitted to the Court, highly inexpedient. Ee 5 | 


1 really thought that the Plan I adopted, amidſt the contending Difficulties I had to encounter, 
was the beſt for His Majeſty's Service, thinking it highly probable that I ſhould myſelf reach 
the Weſt Indies, before the Conſequences of the Arrival of the Reinforcements could have 
rendered my Preſence urgent or critical. For I muſt intreat the Court always to hold in 
Remembrance, that this immediate and preſſing Urgency was never ſuggeſted to me by the 
Adrniralty, directly or indirectly, until after I had taken the Meaſure which has been diſap- 
proved of, and returned back again into Port. 82 


If the Opinion which I thus formed, under all theſe Circumſtances, was not the beſt which 
might have been adopted by an unerring Judgment, I deeply lament it, and cheerfully ſubmit 
to have it corrected by the Judgment of the Court. Yet for the Honour and Advantage of 
the Service, I feel an Intereſt beyond myſelf, in claiming for a Flag Officer, charged with a 
high Command, the Exerciſe of a reaſonable Diſcretion in Service, if to your Juſtice it ſhall 
appear that I acted to the beſt of an honeſt Judgment. es heh 5 A 


By the Cuſtoms of the Service, as far as I have been able to collect them from Experience, 
ſuperior Officers have never been held reſponſible in their Lives and Stations, or in their Cha- 
raters, which are dearer than both, for mere Differences of Judgment, in Caſes where Men 
meaning fairly to diſcharge their Duties, and not criminally ignorant of what they exact 


from them, may fairly and reaſonably be ſuppoſed to differ, more eſpecially when the Act or 


Tranſaction to be judged of has been followed by no diſaſtrous Conſequence, nor has drawn 
| after it any Inconvenience to the Public. | | | 


I confeſs'it appears to me, that if without any Standard but the infinitely divided Opinions 
of Men in official Situations, the Characters of Officers were ſubject to be ſhaken by Trials, 
without any previous Complaint, or antecedent Judgment of the Profeſſion upon their Con- 
duct, it might be attended with the. moſt ſerious Conſequences to the Dignity and Inde- 
ndence of the Navy. With Regard to my Intentions, they are for your Judgments, can- 
Gly meaſuring them (as I know you will) by the ordinary, or rather the univerſal, Principles 
of human Action. wo | 
The Command, as I have ſtated in the Introduction of my Defence, and which I am 
charged with having abandoned, was not originally preſſed upon me by Authority, but had 
been voluntarily accepted, as a gracious Diſtinction of my ſuppoſed Capacity to diſcharge 
Wen e un | 4 wank for 


tham but their Continuance, and under the Preſſure of ſuch almoſt diſqualifying Infirmities, 
| z F | as 


It was accepted after a Series of ſuch unremitting Services, I wiſh to ſay nothing of 


racter of Human Nature; could be ſuppoſed: to haue draun me alide from the Pam 


fame Conveyance, 2 ROUneaton of his 1 che Eee to the honourable and 1. 
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It was followed (as will appear by che fe unremitting Anvicy and , ARivity, to 
acoondplidh the coſt important Object of my Troft, by the moft failing : 'And 1 5 
had it een my hd Command Bog T given no former Proofs he i Dog dience to Cg . 
E cal for the Navy, or Attächment to my Country, yet ſurely it would be difficult for N ö 
zingenerous Malice or Vuchatitableneſs to Have aſcribed my Return to a wilful Abandonment 
af my Station: An Abandenment o fingular and fo radon, within ſo ſhort a Time after ] 
thad embarked, the Character of a long and laborious Life, upon the Diſcharge of 1 ts without 
the Preflure-of Dangers roifabduc Patience, or to ſhake the Reſolution, and indeed without 
the Intervention of a ſingle Circumſtance, which Judging an Individual by the general Cha- 


of my 
Duty, 4 far as 4 underſtood its Direction. 

1 do not therefore believe, that the high and reſpectable Board which 3 is my Profhcutor, 
imputes to me a baſe or difloyal Purpoſe, brit that i it is my Judgment only which is arraigned 
before you. In Anſ&*r to that I have ſhortly, and without the ſmalleſt Reſerve or Manage- 
ment, laid my whole Mind before you, as It produced my Conduct. If it appears to you to 
have been criminally weak and i ignorant, it may be cenſured or puniſhed at your Diſcretion, 


but unleſs you; are prepated to pronounce againſt me this diſqualifying and mortifying Judg- 
ment, I am perſuaded. that you will nat reduce the Condition and the Character of a ſuperior 


Hiker to a periſous and ſervile Dependence upon the Shades and Varieties of Judgment. 


It is one Thing tn judge of the Moment, and upon the Occaſi ion, and another after the 
1 and upon maturer Deliberation. It is one Thing to diſcharge a Duty, having a ſin- 
le and preſcribed Duty po exerciſe, and anpther to fulfil a Comand which is complex and 
fiene and therefgre the wiſe Poliey and humane Juſtice of this enlightened Country 
has 3 cee Judged all Perſons in Authority, Civil ar Military, by tha Heart and Inten · 
tion, w ich are the Fountains of Action, examining Conduct by a fair and liberal Standard, 
allowin or reaſonable Differences of Opinion, or even fer accidental Errors, conſiſtent with 


an inte elligent Ca aeity, pnaiſhing, only wilfpl| Ni conduct or Ignorance, which no Doubt be- 


comes criminal w en it undertakes J ruſts which it has not the Capacity to underſtand or per- 


form. 


I truſt in God that 1 hall not be placed by your ener! in eber of theſe drgraded Claſits 


of Delinquency. 


I cannot quit this Firſk Gharge waa obſerving, that upon my Return to Port, 3 85 


1 had tranſmitted my Journal to the Admiralty, and had explained generally the ſame Reaſans 
J have now ſubmitted to the Court, 1 wag nat -oaly continued in my Command, and directed 
to purſue the Voyage in another Ship, but was favoured by a confidential Letter from the 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty, Tpeaking only with Regret of an Event which is naw made the 


Subject of fo ſolemn a Trial, inviting to a Second Command, and inclofing to kim by the 
1 Diltioc- | 


cauſe i it ſhews- wake bor that when the whole:Caf was laid befote the Np Fs; pla 


my Return was treated as the Subject of juſt Regret, yet it certainly never ee ee as a 


Violation af my Duty ; and I am at a Tak even now to underſtand at what Period, and under 
what Circumſtances, i it firſt aſſumed the highly criminal ö which is now 2 


ta it. 


Had I failed again in the Aſtræa, I could not ſurely then have dew arrajgned for my Re- 
turn in the Royal Sovereign ; and it is hardly to be ſuppoſed that Government would remit 


e of an Officer, whoſe Conduct appeared to them fo reprehenfible, and to pas 
by the Cenſure fit to be pronounced upon his Neglect or Ignorance, only that he again might 


be inveſted with the 1ame Truſt which he bad juſt WC viplated, whilſt ſo. Many merito- 
ma {kilfu] Officers were within the Summons, of à Mament to ſuperſcde him: This 
ak if the Fuſt Char Sr is well ſqunded, was preciſely, my Caſe with regard to the Ad- 


miralty on my Return to Pithead, as appears to the Court by the Third Article of the Chargę 
exhibited againſt ine. 3 | | 
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e the Second Cliarge n my Return into 1Poit, nedeſſatily inv0ly6449 the 
' DilcuGion of the Firſt, bet Cas, eine Court; Nur. une e 
Article. 


This Charge 3 is or a Nature totally Glmimiler to the Two. N and muſt el 
de judged upon Principles entirety different; I had here neither J . Fans * Dif- 
| eretlon to exerciſe, but an Order to obey. 


4 truſt, after ſo many Vears Service, 1 ſhall not be Gat SORT AS thy 3 Foonda- 
fl ion of all Diſcipline, by ſetting up any Privilege in an Officer to refuſe his Strvice, in any 
Shape in which the Sovereign, or thoſe repreſenting him, ſhall require; ſuch ſacred and ef- 
ſential Principles as Suberdination and Obedience, in all Military Service, and indeed in all 
Governinent, ſhall not be wounded by my Defence, as, I truſt, they have not been queſtioned 

by my Conduct; I place my Vindication wholly upon the Fact: Relying on my Conſcience 
for my Intention, and appealing to the ee for the Troof, I ſolemnly and analy 
deny that I am guilty of any Diſobedience. 


; On my Return to Spithead,:I acquainted the Sedans with this Reaſons for my Conduct, 
and tranſmitted my Journal of the Circumſtances by which it was governed, in the Manner 
already in Evidence before the- Court. This Communication produced the Order in queſtion, 
which I admit to have been poſitive, but which 1 deny was diſobeyed. When I received the 
Order to hoiſt my Flag on board the. Aſtrza:Frigate, taking with me my Secretary and Flag 
Lieutenant, it could not be wich the View of my reſuming my Command of the Convoy, 
then far advanced upon its Voyage, but obviouſly (and indeed as expreſſed on the Face of the 
Order) that I might purſue the e committed to me by . Commiſſion of Command 
in che Weſt Indies. | 


A Truſt ſo important and intricate was no o light Conſideration, and could not have been 
- conſcientiouſly undertaken without a reaſonable Confidence of being in a Condition to diſ- 
eharge it; under the Circumftances directed by the Order, I found myſelf in no ſuch Con- 
dition. If the hoiſting my Flag in the Frigate in queſtion, without my Officers, or the other 

Appointments provided for me, had been but an Abridgment of my own Comfort, I can only 
appeal to my paſt Life and Services for the Probability of my oppoſing a Difficulty upon 
e Subject. If even perilous to my Health, I had only viewed that Peril as it was a pli- 
cable to my own perſonal Enjoyments, I muſt again refer to your candid Judgment of my 

Diſpoſition. But Ifelt far otherwiſe. I was ſcarcely fit for that Service at all when I ori- 
Soally undertook it; I was indeed only fit for any Service with great Management of my 


Health, and by no Means able to ſupport the Anxiety of high Reſponſibility, without the 


Aſſiſtance of thoſe with whom I had been accuſtomed to act, and in whom I repoſed a Conhi- 
.dence which kept my Mind at Reſt. I was beſides obliged to ſleep in a cloſe Apartment, ſo 
that the common Changes of the Weather frequently affected me, to a dangerous Degree, 
with Gout and Fever, which, if not critically attended to, muſt have totally diſqualified me 
for my Truſt. In ſuch a State of Health I could not, as an honeſt Man, undertake an im- 
portant Command, in a molt critical Seaſon, which might call for great and unremitted Exer- 
tions, and at a Diſtance where my Place could not on the ſudden be ſupplied, without firſt 
ſubmitting that Condition of my Health to the Conſideration of the Admiralty, which might 
have been unknown or overlooked. I could not enter upon ſuch a Service in the Manner 
"preſcribed by the Order, with the Fxpectation of perhaps being, on my Arrival in the Weſt 
Indies, a fitter Object for an Hoſpital than for the trying Station of an important and com- 
plicated Command. 1 certainly felt theſe Reaſons as ſufficient, not indeed to vindicate Diſ- 
obedience, but to warrant my ſubmitting them to the Authority which was to decide upon 
their Effect. If the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty had not accompanied the firſt Order with 
a private Letter (abligingih, as I then conſidered it) I probably ſhould have been more parti- 
ticular in the Detail in my Anſwer to the Board, but 1 was fufficiently fo to have protected me 
againſt; the Charge of a'mutinous Diſobecience, as my Anfwer humbly propoſed, for their 
Lordſhips ' Conſideration, my Deſire of proceeding: in the Royal Sovereign, affigning the pre- 
-carious State of m Health as the Reaſon of my Conduct, which I exprefſed in the following 
Words: 1 beg, Sir, that you will be pfraſed to ſtate to their Lordſhips my Readineſs to 
proceed in the Royal Sovereign the Moment her Defects are made good. if that ſhould meet 
« their Lardfaips Approbation ; but the very preearious State of my Health obliges me to 
« decline going out in a ſmall-Frigate, a Stranger to every Perſon on board, without Accom- 
« modation, or any Comfort whatever.” 


Thg 
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The Words of chix Letter ſpeak for themſelves; and even if m̃y Expreſſions had been àmbigu- 
dus it could not be in Reaſon ſuppoſed that any Man in his Senſes, who had ſpent his whole Life 
in the Service, and whoſe neareſt and deareſt Relation was then in one of the higheſt Departments 
of a Government to which he himſelf had ever been ſteadily attached, would have anſwered 
in Order of the Board of Admiralty, accompanied even by an unuſual and civil Communica- 
tion from the Firſt Lord in Explanation of it, by a flat Diſobedience, which would have been 
rank Mutiny upon the very Face of it. Such an Interpretation you will never put upon ſuch 
a'Letter; you will rather read it in the true Spirit with which it was obviouſly written, and 
give it the only Conſtruction which it can reaſonably bear, much more” when: the whole Cor- 
reſpondence is put together and conſidered. If the Admiralty on receiving my Letter had 
tepeated its Order, I ſhould: then have had no Alternative but Obedience, or Proof (if 1 had 
diſobeyed it) of Incapacity to obey, Had I gone to Sea in the Frigate, upon the Rejection of 
my Propoſition, and the Repetition of the Order, after the Explanation of my Reaſons for 
deſiring to be releaſed from it, though I might have been unfit for the Duty, my Conſcience 
would have been releaſed from the Burden of having voluntarily undertaken it ; and there is 
no Evidence whatever before the Court, that I would have refuſed Obedience, if che Admi- 
ralty, after my Repreſentation, had continued its Command. My Repreſentation againſt the 
Order was meant as the reſpectful Dictate of Conſcience and Duty, not as the Defiance 
of Mutiny or Diſreſpect. The Language of it will bear no other Conſtruction; but 
even had its Language been ambiguous, Men are not to be caught up by their Ex- 
preſſion, above all, Men who by their Habits are not led to the nice Diſcrimination of 
Phraſes and Words, but their Motives and Intentions: are to be judged of. My Anſwer in- 
deed was ſo far from being either intended or expreſſed as a Diſobedience to the Order, tflat 
it contained a Propoſition to the Board for its Approbation, which had it been approved, 
would have annulled it; and I could not poſſibly know the Pleaſure of the Board upon that 
Head, till I received the Letter from the Admiralty of the 17th of March. If that Letter 
had contained the Rejection of the Propoſition I made concerning the Royal Sovereign, to- 
gether with the Repetition of the original Order, and I had then declined to obey it, the Court 
in ſuch Caſe could undoubtedly have had nothing to conſider, but whether I was under an 
Incapacity to obey. I am not contending for any Relaxation of Diſcipline; God forbid that 
I ſhould ; but the Board, inſtead of conſidering me as guilty of Diſobedience from my Firſt 
Anſwer, or enforcing its original Order on the Rejection of my Propoſition, iſſued a Second 
Order, directing me to continue my Flag on board the Royal Sovereign, at Spithead. Until 
the Moment of my receiving this Second Order, which wholly countermanded the Firſt, I A 
had no Means of knowing the Pleaſure of the Board concerning the Propoſition I had made, | 
and it cannot ſurely be contended, that I was bound to ſhift my Flag to the Aſtræa, before 
I received the Admiralty's Anſwer to my Propoſal to continue in the Royal Sovereign. It 
is impoſſible therefore to charge me with Diſobedience to the Firſt Order, until I received the 
Second, becauſe, until that Period, the Propoſition I had made was unreplied to, and after 
receiving the Second Order, I could not then obey the Firſt, becauſe the Second had ſuper- 
ſeded it. r M 0's k YO a at the 1 
HFad it been intimated, or even hinted to me, that an Interpretation was put upon my Letter, 
ſo inconſiſtent with my Duty, and ſo repugnant to the Character of my whole Life, I ſhould 
have had an Opportunity of giving the ſame Explanation of my Conduct to the Board, which I 
have To- day ſubmitted to the Court; but unfortunately for the Service, and for me, I was not 
given to underſtand the Light in which my Anſwer had been conſidered, until I learnt it from 
a Notice that a Court Martial was to be held to inquire into my Conduct. I therefore ſubmit 
humbly to the Court, that I am not at all in the Condition of an Officer who has diſobeyed an 
Order, for a Reaſon of which he makes himſelf the ultimate Judge, becauſe ſuch a Perſon muſt 
ſhew an Incapacity to obey, which alone can juſtify Diſobedience; whereas I am not juſtifying 
a Diſobedience from an abſolute Incapacity to obey, but am contending that I have not diſ- _ 
obeyed at all. I did not ſet up the Condition of my Health as an ultimate Bar to the Fulfilment 
of the Order, but from a Senſe of Honour, not to undertake a Duty which I could not diſ-- 
charge with Advantage to the Public. I interpoſed a Reaſon for relieving me from Obedience, 
which I ſubmitted to the Judgment of my Supęriors. This cannot be a Crime, unleſs it is to 
be eſtabliſhed as a general Propoſition, that no Qbſtacle to the Execution of an Order, though 
unknown to the Perſons who iſſue it, can be ever communicated and ſubmitted to any Public' 
Board, by the higheſt Officers in the King's Service; without a Breach of Duty, and a Contempt 
of Diſcipline. | | ! ; | | ting | 


_ . 
- -" 4 + 
4 ˙ — — — — —— — a—g * 


7E. * as 


—— — — — 


——— — 


3 


— 2 7ð u - 


* 
13 
&'4 
14 | 
| 
1 
1 
1. 
| 
% 
Li 
Fn 
> 1 
= 
| 
: 


I | ; If 


"EY } 


it 1 fuffer from ſuch a Rule, I ſhall be the firſt Victim of it, and my Puniſhment the 
firſt Publication of its Exiſtence. A . Signification of the Pleaſure of Government in all its 
Departments, Civil and Military, to Magiſtrates and Officers charged with important Truſts, 
has not hitherto been ſuppoſed to preclude Repreſentation from thoſe who are to execute them. 
Even an entire Reſignation. of Stations; in which the King may unqueſtionably command the 


Services of all His Subjects in Military Ranks, and in many that are Civil, has never been 


conſidered as a Contempt of the King's Authority, until the Reſignation has been rejected, 


and the Refuſal to ſerve inſiſted on notwithſtanding. The whole Syſtem of Britiſh Laws, 


Civil and Criminal, are calculated to preſerve rational Obedience to Order, not to catch Men 
in Snares who never felt a Diſpoſition to diſobey. When a Communication is made, accom- 
panied with a Reaſon for declining the Execution of an Order, the Reaſon has always been 


taken to be a Submiſſion of its Validity to the Power which is to decide upor- it, becauſe the 


Reaſon, ſuppoſing 1 it to exiſt, may either be rejected by Authority as inſufficient, or if held 
ſufficient its Sufficiency may be made the Subject of Trial. Upon this Principle I acted, and 
upon this Principle I reſt my Defence, 


I ſubmitted to the Admiralty my Reaſons for declining to proceed with the Aſtræa, and 
humbly offered an alternative Propoſition. Surely, therefore, no Diſobedience could exiſt till 
that Propoſition was adopted or rejected; and the Second Order which rejected it, counter- 
manded alſo the Firſt Order, which could never therefore be diſobeyed. 


- Having now completely refuted the Charge of Diſobedience, I cannot help here lamenting, 
(I might, indeed, in any other Situation than my preſent employ the Language of Complaint) 


that although in my Anſwer to the , Board of Admiralty, on receiving the Firſt Order, I. 


had moſt unequivocally expreſſed my Readineſs to continue my Command in the Royal 
Sovereign, when. ſhe ſhould be fit for Sea, and which plainly comprehended any other Ship, 
not ſubje& to the Objection I had made to the Aſtræa, and which I only ſubmitted from the 
precarious State of my Health, as diſtinctly ſtated in my Letter. Yet the Firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty, in the Anſwer which he returned to it, was pleaſed to pledge the Opinion of the 
Board, to my having indicated a Determination wholly to relinquiſh the Command; an 
Opinion which the Board«did not take upon itſelf to deliver upon iſſuing the Second Order, 
and which I take upon myſelf to ſubmit very humbly to the Court, could not in common 
Juſtice have pronounced: Since an Objection of a particular Mode of executing my Command, 
exiſting from no Fault of mine, and not ſubject to my Controul, coupled with the fulleſt 
Tender of my Services in any Mode not within the Scope of that Objection, can neither in 
Reaſon nor in common Candour be conſtrued into a Determination to relinquiſh my Com- 
mand altogether. Yet ſuch a Conſtruction was faſtened upon my Letter, not only contrary to 
the plain Intention of the Writer, but in the Teeth 4 the very * in which he diſtinctly 
expreſſes himſelf. 


But what is ſtil] more remarkable, and which I have ſtill greater Reaſon to regret, if not 
actually to complain of, is, that even in this Letter which imputes to me, not merely the 


Diſobedience regarding the Aſtræa, but which engrafts upon it the unauthorized and 2 
Imputation of having determined to relinquiſh my Command. 


The Firſt Lord of the Admiralty does not even then write to me as an Officer guilty of 
mutinous Diſobedience, but as one who, having declined a particular Service, is not to expect 


to be employed in any other. And it was not till after my Reply to that Letter, in which I 


ſtated myſelf to have been miſunderſtood, that I was informed my Conduct was to be the 


Subject of a Court Martial. And to my utter Aſtoniſhment, not merely for the ſuppoſed Diſ- | 


obedience regarding the Aſtræa, but for returning in my Ship to Spithead, although ſubſequent 
to my Return, and the Communication of all my Reaſons for it to the Admiralty, the Firſt 
Lord had cautiouſly gone out of his official Courſe to write to me upon that Subject, and, 
to uſe his own Expreſſion, had concluded, I had very SatisfaFory Reaſons for not HS my 
Flag, and for returning with the Royal Sovereign to England. 


If this be the regular Courſe of Service, the Character of a Britiſh Officer is more precarious 
than I have hitherto conſidered it. 


T confeſs it, appears to me, that upon theſe Principles the higher the Command, the Danger 
and Inconvenience increaſes, 


A Captain of a Man of War has his appointed and certain Command, he has his Ship to 
conduft, with his Officers to aſſiſt him, and in the ordinary Courſe of Service is not ſubject * 
G | 
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Admiral Cornwallis, and from having conſtantly attended him in thoſe Situations, that his Health 


{ 26 ) LY 
be removed, not his Conduct 1 to Queſtion, whilſt his Commiſſion continues, and whilſt he 
obeys his Orders, which are generally ſin ple and diſtin. 


But the Condition of an Admiral, and above all of one nne in Chief, is widely | 
and effentially different, He has many Judgments ro form, which mult be formed upon the 
ſadden, and which muſt proceed upon his oi Views and Opinions. 


If upon ſmall Occaſions, where the Public Service has ſuſtained no ſtateable Labs: or 3 80 
venience, and without the Charge or Complaint of any Officers Witneſſes to his Proceedings, 


the Conduct of ſuch an Officer were ſubject to be hung up in the wavering Scales of Opinion, 


inſtead of being ſubjected to the plain and ordinary Principles of Criminal Juſtice, there 
would be a ſpeedy End of all that Firmneſs and Confidence, which is ſo eſſentially neceſſary to 
high Command. 


The Character of an Officer is a delicate Thing lt ſuffers from raſh Queſtion, ar well ag 
from · Condemnation; and the Service ſuffers along with it. 


An Officer ſacrifices to his honeſt Fame, and to the Approbation of his Country, the En- 
joyments of many of the Comforts which render human Life delightful ; the Attainment of 
it in any Degree is a Prize difficult to be earned, and not lightly to be put in Hazard: Subor- 
diftation to Authority is undoubtedly to be cherithed and ſupported, but it 1s never in greater 
Danger than when Affection in Service is utitequited, and Security in good Intention is ſhaken. 
1 feel more than I can expreſs upon this Subject, and I ſpeak myſelf to thoſe who cannot but 
feel along with me. My own Conſcience acquits me of all Blame, and if your Judgment ſhall 


fortunately confirm it, my Satisfaction will be dorplete. 
3 


Captain JOHN WHITBY, ef the Royal Sovereign, called in, and ſworn. 


Vice Admiral Cornwallis.— Have I not frequently talked to you reſpecting the Acci- 
dent that happened to the Royal Sovereign State to the Court any Thing you know relative 
to my Readineſs to carry my Orders for proceeding to the Weſt Indies into Execution. | 

Admiral Cornwallis came down to Portſmouth on the Sunday Week preceding that on which 
we failed ; I firmly believe that at that Period he had received no Sailing Inſtructions; I believe 
the Date of the Admiral's Sailing Orders was the 25th of February : We ſailed on the 28th, I 
think. We were directed to carry a Convoy of Victuallers, Tranſports, &c. to the Weſt 
Indies. Conſidering that no previous Intimation had been given to the Admiral to that Effect, 
that the Order was dated on the 25th, that upwards of One hundred Sail were to receive — 2 
voy Inſtructions, I cannot conceive a Poſſibiſity of there being a Delay, but on the contrary, I 
cannot conceive even with that Circumſtance, how more Zeal could have been manifeſted. — 


Cettainly Admiral Cornwallis is a Perſon poſſeſſed of that Degree õfEquanimity as ſeldom to 


manifeſt an Anxiety in any Predicament, but in this more particularly, by his Conduct, by his 
Actions, by his Language, to feel the greateſt Degree of Concern and Regret at the untoward; 
Accident. His Anxiety to proceed according to his Orders was very ſtrongly marked ; and 
although it appeared to him, that it might carry with it the Air of a Diſaſter, for various Rex 


ſons he thought it beſt for His Majeſty 8 . though in many Reſpects againſt himſelf | 


privately, to return to Great Britain, 


Do you recollect my having mentioned, at any Time aſter the Accident, my oa of 
ſtopping at any Port in the Way, where it was probable I could have the Damages re- 


cared ? 


Certainly. He repeatedly 8 the Charts for that pak aid would, I am con- 
vinced, from the ſtrenuous Manner in which he expreſſed himſelf, have ſo proceeded. 


State to the Court what you had obſerved as to the general State of my Health ? 
I am of Opinion, from having been conſtantly for ſome” Years in Habits of Intimacy with 


18 - 
17 


„ 
is not only precarious, but exceedingly weak. I ſhould add, that I have known him riſe! in the 
Morning apparently very well; chat he bas caught a Cold from almoſt unknown Cauſes in the 
Courſe of the Day; that by Four or Five o Clock in the Afternoon he has been in Bed, and de- 
lirious a conſiderable Part of the Night; ſo great are the Changes, that he has recovertel by the 
Morning, what otherwiſe might have coſt him his Life: I have very great Reaſon to believe 

that he thought ſo himſelf. 


Court. Vou have ſaid that Vice Admiral Cornwittis ſhewed the ſtrongeſt Marks of TY 


cern at the Accident which befel the RoyaF Sovereign; did you hear him expreſs his Regret, 
chat upon a Conſideration the Circumſtances of the ba | 
himſelf to England in that Ship ? 


1 did. - 

From the Experience you have had of the Vice Admiral's , State of Healch, do you 
deem it ſo precarious, as to think that the confined Situation of a * would have been 
particularly injurious to it ? 

I do; with all the Circumſtances attending i it, 


Captain Whitby withdrew, - 


Mr. JO H N ALEXANDER, Maſter of the Royal Sovereign, called in, 
— and ſworn, 


Vice Admiral das r the Accident had happened, do you recolle& my having 
converſed with you, and looked over , A Chart, in order to find ſome ſmooth Harbour upon the 


Paſſage, where the Damages the Ship had received might be more thoroughly examined, and 


repaired, if poſſible ? 
Yes; 3 1 do. 


Relate what paſſed. | Vr 


The Vice Admiral aſked me if there were any Ports in the Weſtern Iſlands, or Canaries, or 
any where in the Paſſage to the Weſtward of us, that the Ship might lay in Safety to repair the 


neceſſary Damages the had received, at Two of Three different Times.—1 gave it as my Opinion 
that there were not any Ports. 


Court. In the Intercourſe you had with the Vice Admiral, in conſequence of the Diſaſter 
which. befel the Ship, did he diſcover to you a OR at being thereby retarded 1 in the Proſecu- 
tion of his Voyage? | 

I think he hs anzng vey” much concerned. 


The Witneſs withdrew. 


Mr. THOMAS KEIN, Surgeon of the Royal Sovereign, called in, and ſworn. 


Vice Admiral Cornwallis, ——Since you have been with me, _ you found my Health 


Precaridus 5 
Tes — very much ſo. : 


2 what you mean by precarious. 
ng ſubject to a Complaint in his Bowels, he has ſome very „blen For fo mwck fo that 


1k been frequently obliged to fit up with him a great Part of the Night. 


Court, ——Has the Admiral been frequently laid up with Fits of the Gout, and liable l 
fudden Changes in 1 his Health? 


He has, 3 = Pi 3 
5 The Witneſs withdrew, | 


The Vice Admiral having here cloſed his Evidence, delivered into Court a Letter from 
Earl Spencer to him, 7g 25th of February; alſo a Letter from Mr. Nepean, dated the 17th 
March; and a Second Letter to him, from Earl Spencer, of the laſt mentioned Date, and ob- 
ſerved to the Court, that the Two laſt-mentioned Letters were eee by him on the ſame 
2 ay. The Haid THT Letters are hereunto annexed, 


Received 
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Received n Court rt from. the. Vice Adiniral, 
"KY is 1% 39 3A 40 G J. 
Dir Sir. » | TH: #: ) 7 by 
- AS. I: find Cape; Ruſſell of the Veagmabeſh has e the Orders he re- 
ceived) proceeded to Sea without taking the Tranſports and Victuallers under kis Convoy, which 
had been intended (in caſe of his timely Arrival) to be put under his Protection, you will of 
courſe give them Inſtructions, and take them out with you; they 1 underſtand, are all ready, 
might have failed with the Vengeance ; they will therefore, 7 hope, not detain you a Mo- 
ment ; and it is highly effential; as I need not tell you, that you ſhould avail yourſelf as much 
as poſſible of this very fair Wind to get clear of the Channel. In caſe the Prompte ſhould not 
be ready, you muſt not wait for her, and I moſt * 75 and truſt that * will be at Sta - 


by. Saturday Morning at fartheſt. 
: Wiſhing you with all my Heart every poſſible Succeſs, I remain, : 


Dear Sir, 
with great Truth, 
Your very obedient, 
humble Servant, 
SPENCER. - 


Admiralty, 25th February, 1796. 


The Henourable Vice Admiral Cornwallis. 


Received in Court from the Vice Admiral, 3 
J. 
Admiralty-Office, 17th March, 1796. | 
Sir, | 


1 HAVE received and laid before my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, your Letter 


to me of [Yeſterday's Date; and I have their Lordſhips'- Commands to acquaint you, that, as 


you have declined proceeding in the Aſtræa to the Weſt Indies, where you will perceive by my. 
former Letter, they judged your Preſence to be eſſentially neceſſary, they have thought it 
right that your Flag ſhould continue flying on Board the Royal Sovereign, and that you ſhould 
remain at Spithead until further Order. 1 
: WMS I am, 
Sir, 
your moſt obedient = 
humble Servant, 
EVAN NEPEAN. 
Honourable Vice Admiral Cornwallis, Spithead. 


Received in Court from the Vice Admiral. 
8. J. 


Sir, b 
IF the Board had not . your ſpeedy Arrival in the Weſt Indies of material 


Importance to His Majeſty's Service, they would certainly not have thought of ordering you 


out in a Frigate; a Mode of Conveyance exactly the ſame as that in which Sir J. Laforey 
went out to the ſame Station; your declining, therefore, to go out in that Manner, can only be 
conſidered by them as indicating your Determination to relinquiſh the Appointment altogether ; 
and I am very ſorry to be obliged to ſay, that, under the Circumſtances of your Caſe, 
ſuch a Determination puts it out of my Power to continue you in Employment, without 
giving what I conceive would be, a very dangerous Example to the Service, and entirely ſub- 
verting every idea of the Diſcipline ſo neceſlary to be maintained i in it. 


1 TY 4 | 1 have the Honour to be 
| 3 e TI Si, | 
"* Admiralty, .. 3 | Ys — ons 9 - your moſt ade. F | 
x7th March, 1796. 1 | | I : 3 5 : _ humble Servant, f 
SPENCER. 


The Honourable Vice Admiral Cornwallis, 


„ | [The 


(Www) 
| [The Vice Admiral ſaid, he had on the-1$th March written an Anſwer 
Jat Letter, the ſame was read, and is as follows. ] 

I muſt beg Leave to obſerve; in Anfwer to the Letter I had the Honour of receiving 
from your Lordſhip this Morning, that the Frigate was fitted out for Sir John I aforey, and his 
Son appointed Captain of her. He had beſides ſome Eſtabliſhment when he got upon the Sta- 
tion, If 1 had gone out in the Aſtræa, I muſt have continued on board that Ship, or gone 
under the ſame Ditadvantage on board another. If Sir John Laforey had left me, I do not 
know that I could, ſo circumſtanced, have performed my Duty. I confeſs I thought it muſt 
have appeared in that Light to the Admiralty Board, and that the Aſtræa was ordered more to 
ſhew Diſapprobation, than from any ſerious Intention that I ſhould have gone out in that Manner. 
The Accident which has befallen the Royal Sovereign has been very diſtrefling to me. 1 hope 
your Lordſhip will excuſe my having taken up ſo much of your Time, but 1 thought it ne- 
ceſſary to vindicate the Motives for my Conduct, which it gives me much Concern to find miſ- 
underſtood by your Lordſhip. + | . 520190 


to Eatl Spencers 


Jam, &e. | 
March the 18th - WM, CORNWALLIS. 
[The Vice Admiral produced another Letter from Mr. Nepean to him, dated cen gth of 
March, alſo Copy of a Letter he had written to Mr. Nepean, dated the 1ſt of April, and atſy 


Mr Nepean's Letter in Anſwer thereto, dated the ad; all which were read, and are as 


follows:] | 


Admiralty Office, 19th March, 1796. 
Sir, | 
I AM commanded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to acquaint you that 
it is their Lordſhip's Intention to order a Court Martial, as ſoon as the fame can conveniently 
be aſſembled, for the Purpoſe of enquiring into your Conduct, in not repairing to the Weſt 
Indies agreeably to the Orders you have received from their Lordſhips on that Head, 
FL | TI have the Honour to be 


Sir, 
your moſt obedient 
Honourable Vice Admiral Cornwalks, FCC | 
3 Spithead. 


/ 


Sir, | — 25 April 1ſt, 1796. 

I REQUEST that you will be pleaſed to ſtate to the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, that as they did not ſeem to think it neceſſary to call the Flag Officers from the dif- 
. ferent Ports to fit at my Court Martial, I hope (if their Lordſhips are ſtill inclined to try me) 
that they. will be pleaſed to bring it on. before the Flag Officers depart, who are, I underſtood, 
preparing to fail. The Trial is of a Nature which does not require much Evidence, and 
therefore, as it cannot run out to any great Length, conſequently will not retard the public Service. 


1 ſhould hope their Lordfhips will not find it neceſſary upon that Account to deprive me of 


as many Flag Officers as can legally be aſſembled in a Caſe of this Kind, which fo materially 
concerns the Situation of that Rank of Officers, when offering to ferve their Country. 


I beg further to ſtate to their Lordſhips, that I am not conſcious of ever having ated in my 
public Capacity, with any View but that of forwarding His Majeſty's Service in the beſt Manner 


1 was able: © I am far from ſuppoſing that my Judgment is always right, and I have been par- 
ticularly ſorry to find (as I expreſſed myſelf in a former Letter) that their Lordſhips were not 
pleaſed with my Conduct on the preſent Occaſion. I have never expreſſed a Defire to have 
it enquired into by a Court Martial, leaſt from a Variety of Circumſtances attending the Cale, 
the public Inveſtigation of ſuch a Matter might be hurtful at this Moment to the public Ser- 
vice; and I am ready to ſacrifice my Feelings, upon their Lordſhips' Diſapprobation having been 


made ſo publickly known, truſting to my general Character in a pretty conſtant Service, and 


of ſome Duration. 


I really was much ſurprized when I received your Letter, acquainting me that it was their 


Lordſhips Intention to order me to be tried by a Court Martial, as. I had by the Poſt before 
es H | received 


* 


, , n 


4 #2 


| x | received a Letter from very high Authority. at the Board, ſaying, that from my Debermin dbu 
1 which their Lordſhips (very erroneouſly) had concluded me to have taken of relinquiſhing the 


ö | | Appointment altogether, the * would be, that I could not be n in Em - 
q ployment. 
h | | oo, have the Honour to be, dec. | 
1 Gao paring, WV. CORNWALLIS, 
1 Evan Nepean, Eſq. 1 
5 Admiralty-Office, 2d April 1796, 
Sir, 


| 1 HAVE received and communicated to my Lords Cheniioners of the Admiralty 
your Letter to me-of Yeſterday's Date, expreſſing your Deſire, in caſe their Lordſhips ſhould 
think fit to order you to be. tried by a Court Martial, that ſuch Court may be ordered to 
aſſemble before the Flag Officers depart, who you underſtand are preparing. to fail, in order 
that you may not be deprived of as many Officers of that Rank as can legally fit at the {aid 
Court Martial; and I have their Lordſhips Commands to acquaint you that they have already 
ordered the Earl Howe, Admiral and Commander in Chief of the Fleet, to aflemble a Court 
Martial on Monday the Fourth Inſtant, or as ſoon after that Time as can conveniently be done, 
for your Trial, and that they are equally deſirous with you that a Court, as reſpectable as 
poſſible, ſhould be aſſembled on this Occaſion; but that Circumſtances may poſſibly occur 
which may render the ſailing of One or more of the Flag Officers from Portſmouth, before the 
Court can be aſſembled, a Meaſure of Neceſſity, notwithſtanding which, there will then remain 
at Portſmouth a greater Number of F lag Officers than has ever ſat upon the Trial of a Flag 


Officer. - 
I am, 


Sir, 
your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 


EVAN NEPEAN. 


The Honble. Vice Admiral Cornwallis, —Portſmouth. 


z 


[The court y was derte. and ſeveral Hours were ſpent in Deliberation.] 


T he Court opened : The Vice Admiral brought in, and Audience admitted. OE 
Being near Five o'Clock, the Court adjourned till To-morrow Morning, at Nine 5 


2 
* 


855 . oath Ty. Fg f 
Audience dined; 


The Court aſked—Have you any- Thing more to o offer; in FOR pike than you. have - 

ready ſtated ? 2 

| No—I have nothing more to offer. 50% e e ee 
The Court was cleared. | . 1 294 


Aſter ſome Hours ſpent in Deliberation, the Court agreed upon he Sentences hich was 
drawn up, and ſigned. 


The Court was opened. n iu hie 


The Vice Admiral was brought in wy the Marſhal, and Audience admitted. "The Sentence 
was then Pronounced by the Judge Advocate. | es 4s 


4 
» Wo 


[See the Original tranſmitted the ame Day to the —— of the dana, . 
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At a COUR T MARTIAL aſſembled on Board His Majeſty's Ship 
the Orion, in Portſmouth Harbour, the 7th April 1796, and continued 
by Adjournment on the 8th of the ſaid Month. | 


PRESENT, 
The Earl HOWE, Admiral of the Fleet, PRESIDENT, 
Sir PETER PARKER, Bart. 


R*. Honꝰ AL Ex. Lord BRID PORT, K. B. 
Georox Vanpeeur, Eſdqq ;- 


0 Admirals of the White. 


; Vice Admirals of the White. 
Sir ALAN GARDNER, Bart. = g : 25 


Jon Corrors, Eſq; — — „ Vie e af Blue. 
Sir RookR Curtis, Bart. — — 
HENRY Harvey, Eſq; — — — Rear Admirals of the Red. 
Rich. Ropnxy Brion, Eſq; — — 
CuARLES Morics Porx, Eſq; = = Rear Admiral of the Blue, 
Captain CHarLes EpMunD NuGENnT. | 
* » . oe CHARLES POWELL HAMILTON. 


« - +» » Epmund Dopp. 


Tu x COURT), purſuant to an Order of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, dated 


Ziſt March 1796, directed to the Earl Howe, proceeded to inquire into the Conduct of 
the Honourable William Cornwallis, Vice Admiral of the Red, and to try him upon a Charge 


te for returning to Spithead, as ſet forth in their ſaid Order, and for Diſobedience of their 
Order of 25 February laſt, in not proceeding to Barbadoes, as expeditiouſly as poſſible, conſiſt- 
ce ent with the Security of the Tranſports, Store Ships, Victuallers, and Trade, under his Convoy ; 
c and alſo to try him for Diſobedience of their Order to him of the 1 5th of March, by declining 
« to proceed to Barbadoes in the Aſtræa, as therein directed;“ and having heard the Evidence 
in Support of the Charge, and the Matters contained in the Papers before the Court, likewiſe 
what the Vice Admiral had to alledge in his Defence, and maturely and deliberately conſidered 
the ſame, the Court is of Opinion, that Miſconduct is imputable to the Vice Admiral for not 
having proceeded to the Weſt Indies either in the Mars or Minotaur (after the Damages the 
Royal Sovereign had ſuſtained) but, in Conſideration of the Circumſtances of the Caſe, they 
do acquit him of any further Cenſure on that Account: The Court is alſo of Opinion, that 
the Charge of Diſobedience of the Order of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, of 
the 15th of March laſt, by declining to proceed to Barbadoes in the Aſtræa, is not proved; 
they therefore acquit him thereof ; and he is hercby acquitted accordingly. 


HOWE, 
P. PARKER, 
BRIDPORT, 
GEO. VANDEPUT, 
A. GARDNER, 
H: JN? COLPOYS, 
Geo. Jackſon, Jo, Ad. ROGER CURTIS, 
1 8 HENY HARVEY, 


„ R. R. BLI GH. 


C. H. M. POLE, 
E. NUGENT, 
C. P. HAMILTON, 


oo 5 ED Mo DODD. 
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1.) R. GPO ALS 
FOR PUBLISHISHING BY $UBSCRIPTION 


A Duscx1yrION of LONDON -azd.zbe CIRCUMJACENT COUNTRY, 
- Comprehendlng a Space of 2000 Square Miles, 


— 


ABOUT, THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR 1797, 
Will be publiſhed in Two Large Volumes, BQuarto, Price 4l. 48. in Boards, 
or to Non-Subſcribers 51. 5s. illuſtrated with a large Map of the 


COUNTRY rROM T WENTY ro THIRTY MILES ROUND LONDON, 


On which will be arcarately laid dewn all the 
Noblemen's and Gentlemen's Seats, Parks, Towns, Villages, Turnpike and Croſs Roads, Rivers, and Canals ; 
| And embellifved with a Number of Views, and five ſeparate Maps of the Counties of 
MIDDLESEX, HERTFORDSHIRE, ESSEX, KENT, Ap SURRY. 


2 


| Berkhamftead. Hertford. 2 Ike brd. 
* "#203 Lig HISTORY 
1 
| _ = ; 
„ LONDON Graveſend. | 
AND its 
EN VIRONS. 
ETD 
| Guildford. 06 Maidſtone. 
Rh. Ag. 20. 1. ad Rh RE 


LONDON: Printed for JOHN STOCKDALE, Piccadilly. 


A Liſt of the Subſcribers will be Fe. and the Books delivered as nearly as pollible in the 
* they are ſubſcribed for. 7 


No Money will be taken in Advance, nor will any Subſcriber be defired to take the Work unleſs it 
fully anſwers his Expectation. 


Should any Gentleman be inclined to contribute towards the Expence of engraving any particular 


Portrait, View of his Seat, Monument, Church, &c. it will be acknowledged in the Work, 


Any Information relative to the Hiſtory or Situation of Gentlemen's Seats, Towns, Villages, &c. 
within the Compaſs of Twenty Miles round the Metropolis, will be eſteemed a Favor. At the fame 


Time, ſhould there appear any particular Object TS at a ſhort Diſtance beyond 
our Limits, i will readily find a Flace. | 


Should the: above Propoſal moet t with the Reader's Adprabationy Mr, Srockvars will conſider himſelf 


much oblige] by 12 51 avor of his Name as a Subſeriber. 
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This Dui is puh ed, in one large Volume Royal "BY 
Conſiſting of 650 Pages of Letter- -preſs and illuſtrated with Seventy=threo Plates, including a large Two-ſheet Map of the furrounding 
Country, thirty-three Inches by thirty-one, and a. Plan of Mancheſter, forty-two Inches by thirty-ſeven. Price 31. * in boards, 


8 1 4 7 8 ö 3 | | | 
EET An . Clitheroe.” Leeds. (| 
| 1.1 DESCRIPTION f ö 
5 | 00 f THE - COUNTRY FROM 5 
42400 Las #148 Liverpool. 1 845 | | 8 er | | Cheſterfield.- 
F | Wir to Forty Miles round EN A 
W | MANCHESTER. = 30 
Wrexham. = Newcaſtle. Belper. 
| a : On] 
| CONTAINING. 
Its Geo co both Civil and Nat ural, and principal Productions; its Towns and Chief Villages, 
their Hiſtory, Population, Commerce, and Manuſactures; with a * | g 


5 Hiſtory of the Canals. 
| THE MATERIALS ARRANGED, AND THE WORK COMPOSED 
By J. ALK IN, M. D. 
LONDON: Printed for JOHN! STOCKDALE, Piccadily. 
* ſold by Meſſrs. CLARKE, Mancheſter; ; 20 3 Stockport; ; and Mr. Gba; ** N 
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4 ** 
What fans wil give the Reader ſame 5 4 * the Magnitude and * of the Wark : 


A GENERAL ACCOUNT OF. 


Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, Derbyſhire, Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire, and the Northern Part of Staffordſhire; deſcribing the Face of the 
% Counties, Rivers, Lakes, You Manures, Clirpate, Productions, Mines, Minerals, Property, Civil and l Diviſions. 


| River and Canal Navigations, with a diſtinct Account of the Irwell and Merſey Navigation, Weaver Navigation, Air, Calder, and 
Dunn Navigation; Sankey Canal, Duke of Bridgewater's Canals, Trent and Merſey Communication, Grand Trunk Canal, Leeds 
and Liverpool Canal, Cheſterfield Canal, Cheſter Canal, Huddersfield Canal to the Calder, Langley Bridge, or Errewaſh Canal, 
Mancheſter, Bolton, and Bury Canal; Mancheſter, Aſhton-under-Lyne, and Oldham Canal; Rochdale Canal, Huddersfield Canal 

to Aſhton, Peak Foreſt Canal, Cromiford Canal, Lancaſter Canal, Elleſmere Canal, Barnſley Canal, Haſlingden Canal, Lancaſter 
Canal Extenſion, Mancheſter and Oldham Canal Extenſion, and the Duke of Bridgewater's Canal from N jo Tr 


LIVES OR ANECDOTES OF 


Brindlev; Byrom, Wedgwood, Arkwright, Blackburne, Earnſhaw, La Trobe, Aſhley, Collier, Hague, Aſuuon, Shave Lee, the 
Duke of ene &c. | 
A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE | | 


 Hyndreds of Salford, Blackburne, Amounderneſs, ex, and Weſt Derbyſhire, in Lancaſhire; Cheſter, includin Wrexham, and 

the Hundreds of Broxton, Namptwich, Eddiſbury, Bucklow, Northwich, ap PICO, | in Cheſhire ; in Hardy ure, High Peak 
e, Wirkſworth Wapentake, and Scarſdale Hundred. 

| COMPREHENDING 


"Mancheſter, Eccles, Aſhton-under-Lyne, Oldham, Royton, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe, * Bury, PR Ove Thatley, Haſling- 
den, Burnley, Colne, Clitheroe, Ribcheſter, Preſton, Kirkham, Chorley, Leyland, Standiſh, Wigan, Leigh, Warrington, Winwick, 
Preſcott, Knowſley, Ormſkirk, Walton, Liverpool, CO Wrexham, Namptwich, Tarporley, Tarvin, Frodſham, Knutsford, 
Altringham, Nort wich, M Adlewich, Sandbach, Con leton, Macclesfield, Stockport, Dukinfel Mottram, Gloſſop, Chappel-in- 

* le-Frit Tideſwell, Bakewell, Buxton, Caſtleton, Aſhbourn, Wirkſworth, d Cheſterfield, N 8 8 — Pott tteries, Leek, 


* Shethield, Barnſley, Huddersfield, Hallifax, Bradford, Leeds, and Wakefield. 
*, * For the Character of this Work, ſee the Analytical Review for Nevember 1795. $7 un 
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